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NHSRCL to expedite the process to prepare DPR for
Bullet Train projects

Karnataka gets 13 NH
projects worth `21,000-cr

Ocean Infra plans `450-cr
commercial space in Noida

N

he construction of 13 highway projects with
a length of 847 km costing `21,000 crore in
North Karnataka has been approved. The Union
Transport Minister has laid the foundation stone
for the construction of an elevated corridor at
Rani Chennamma Circle, Hubballi, and the
construction of a bridge over Bedthi channel
at Dastikoppa village in Kalghataki Taluk area.
This will ease the traffic in Ankola - Gooty
Highway. The projects include the construction
of 4-lane road in Hubballi - Dharwad Bypass
and 4-lane ring road in Belagavi. The Centre will
work with the State Government to eradicate
poverty by giving impetus to agriculture and
industries. In the Transport Sector, priority will
be given to the use of green fuel which will
benefit the farmers. The Deputy CM informed
that during Nitin Gadkari's tenure 222 projects
worth `77,297 crore have been approved for
the state and action has been taken to upgrade
8,819 km of roads.

he NCR-based Ocean Infraheights
has decided to invest `450 crore in
developing 3 million sq ft of commercial
and retail hub in Greater Noida (west).
Spreading across an area of 25-acre, the
project Golden I was acquired from another
company, which couldn't continue with the
construction. The demand for office space
has been increasing in Noida and it hopes
the trend will continue. Sudhanshu Rai,
CEO, informed that there is a lack of large
managed space at Golden I, which the
company will be able to provide. Golden I
also has a 10% residential component where
most of the units were sold by the previous
owner of the project. During lockdown, the
company kept labour in its premises and
as soon as the government allowed, it
started the construction and is intended to
complete the first phase of the project by
June 2022. Anand Shukla, MD at Golden I,
informed that the project includes premium
corporate suites, high street shopping,
green surroundings (5 acres dedicated as
a green space with soothing landscaping),
break-out zones, sitting areas, designated
visitor parking and more with sustainable
green norms like designated charging.

ational High-Speed Rail Corporation
(NHSRCL) has awarded tender to
carry out an aerial LiDAR survey for DelhiAhmedabad and Mumbai-Nagpur highspeed rail corridor. NHSRCL spokesperson,
Sushma Gaur, informed that aerial survey
for the 800 km Delhi-Varanasi High-Speed
rail corridor has been completed. Tenders
related to data collection and various other
activities including LiDAR survey, required for
the preparation of DPR for Delhi-Varanasi,
for which the first draft of the DPR has been
submitted. For Delhi-Ahmedabad high-speed
rail corridor and Mumbai-Nagpur high-speed
rail corridor, tenders have been awarded
and the work is being started on a fast-track
basis. Tenders related to LiDAR survey on
Mumbai-Hyderabad and Delhi-Amritsar have
also been awarded and now the agency is
working on finalizing tenders for preparation
of DPRs for other corridors like ChennaiMysore and Varanasi-Howrah and DPRs for
these corridors will be finalized in a phased

manner. Last year, the NHSRCL has decided
to carry out the detailed project report (DPR)
for the 711-km-long Mumbai-Hyderabad highspeed rail corridor passing through Pune;
the 459-km-long Delhi-Amritsar-Chandigarh;
800-km-long
Delhi-Varanasi;
753-kmlong Mumbai-Nagpur; 886-km-long DelhiAhmedabad stretches; as well as the 711-kmlong Mumbai-Hyderabad bullet train corridor.
NHSRCL is collecting data on these proposed
corridors for preparing the DPRs. It is yet
to invite tenders for 435-km-long ChennaiMysuru and 760-km-long Varanasi-Howrah
high-speed rail corridors.

CIDCO starts development of Aerocity in Mumbai

C

IDCO has kick-started the development
of an aerocity adjoining the Navi Mumbai
International Airport. It will be a commercial
and residential district on its southern fringes
spreading across 300 hectares. From financial
services and corporate offices to residential
and entertainment centres, hotels, hospitals,
schools, and export-oriented services to
aero-centric warehousing, the aerocity will
accommodate and offer a range of activities
and facilities. In totality, 400 lakh square feet
will be developed as part of the plan, including
well-designed roads, metro lines and
automated waste collection systems. There
is a requirement for financial services and
banks, besides residential and commercial
facilities, as airports are economic engines.

Vice-chairman and MD, Sanjay Mukherjee,
informed that the land acquisition is complete,
and the project has been divided into four
packets. International consultants have been
appointed for techno-economic feasibility,
marketing assessment, etc. Aerocities around
the world are built with a focus on a particular
sector while some serve as transit destinations.
The sectors may range from financial to cargo
services or aero-centric activities. To enable
conducive urban design form and make the
aerocity a benchmark for development in
the country, it will be developed with a global
floor space index. The aerocity will also offer
a central command-and-control operation to
manage all utilities, which will be laid through
tunnels to avoid digging of roads.

T

T

L&T wins tunnelling contract from RVNL in Uttarakhand

T

he construction arm of L&T has secured
a contract for heavy civilinfrastructure
business from Rail Vikas Nigam Limited
(RVNL) for Package 4 of the New BroadGauge Line between Rishikesh and
Karanprayag in Uttarakhand. The scope of
work includes the construction of tunnels,
formation, construction shaft, and other
ancillary works from Chainage 47+360 to
63+117 km. The project also involves the
construction of 14.577 km up line and 13.123
km down line tunnel with embankments of
about 800 meters at both ends. Out of 14.577
km and 13.123 km of tunnel, 10.49 km and
10.317 km of tunnel will be excavated using
two new hard rock Tunnel Boring Machines
(TBMs) of diameter 9.1 meters and the
balance using New Austrian Tunnel Method

(NATM). The work includes the construction
of an Ellipsoidal-cum-Ventilation Shaft in the
finished cross-section of 79 square meters and
a depth of 32 meters. This will be the biggest
TBM to be deployed in the Himalayan region
in India and the TBM bored tunnel length of
20.807 km will be the longest for any project in
the Himalayan belt. The entire project is to be
completed within a period of 60 months. The
rail line will not only facilitate easy access to
Uttarakhand's pilgrimage sites, but also enable
the development of backward areas, connect
new trade centres, and serve the resident
population. Director & Senior Executive VP
(CivilInfrastructure), S. V. Desai, informed that
the company is already constructing Package
2 of this project involving 24 km of tunnel with
the NATM, minor bridges and formation works.

INDIAN INFRASTRUCTURE & TENDERS WEEK

1

NHAI floats tender for `1,788-cr road contract

AAI unveils expansion of Rajamahendravaram airport

T

A

he National Highway Authority has floated
tender for 4-laning of BC Road and GundyaBengaluru-Mangaluru highway, entailing an
investment of `1,788.62 crore. The 63-km long
stretch is a crucial link passing through towns
and patches of forests. In the first phase, 14.567
km of road from Addahole to Periyashanti will
be constructed at a cost of `322.64 crore while
the second phase from Periyashanti to BC
Road, a 45-km stretch, will be taken up later
and an elevated highway will also come up over
Kalladka town. The tunnelling project at Shiradi
Ghat will be taken up soon. Union transport
minister informed that the three road projects

for improving the safety by providing protective
measures on Hill slopes in Shiradi Ghat on NH75, Charmadi Ghat on NH-73 and Sampaje
Ghat on NH-275 amounting to `115 crore have
been sanctioned. According to NHAI, the Ghat
tunnel would be 23.60-km long and the project
cost is estimated to be `10,000 crore. There
would be a series of six tunnels, which will be
connected with bridges while the longest bridge
on the Shiradi Ghat stretch would be 1.50- kmlong and the tallest pier supporting one of the
bridges would be at a height of 100 metres.
It would be a two-lane tunnel with 10.50 m
carriageway and an emergency lane.

PNC Infratech secures funds for `2,052-cr road projects

P

NC Infratech's wholly-owned subsidiary,
PNC Bithur Kanpur Highways, has
achieved financial closure for highway projects
it won on hybrid annuity mode. The contract
comprises the four-laning of Aligarh-Kanpur
section of NH-91 in Uttar Pradesh with a project
cost of `2052 crore. The construction period is

910 days and the concession period (including
construction period) is 17.5 years. PNC Infratech
is engaged in infrastructure development
through the construction of highways including
BOT (built, operate and transfer projects),
airport runways, bridges, flyovers and power
transmission projects among others.

AP approves `6,400-cr for rural road networks

T

o
provide
better
transportation,
road connectivity and to link Mandal
headquarters with district headquarters, the
Roads and Buildings department of Andhra
Pradesh Government has proposed to take
up two projects — AP Mandal Connectivity
and Rural Connectivity Improvement Project
(APMCRCIP) and AP Roads and Bridges
Reconstruction Project (APRBRP), at an
estimated cost of `6,400 crore. The CM
directed officials to take up development
of roads ensuring quality in an expeditious
manner as road development would play a
key role in development of the state besides
providing rural connectivity to ports and
industrial hubs and opening up huge job
generation avenues to the local population.
The Centre, State government and New
Development Bank (NDB) signed loan

irports Authority of India (AAI) has planned
to upgrade the Rajamahendravaram
airport located between Vijayawada and
Visakhapatnam to cater to the requirement
of wide-bodied aircraft. The project, which
entails an investment of `135 crore, involves
the construction of a new terminal building and
Instrument Landing System to facilitate the
operation of aircraft in low visibility conditions.
A new domestic departure terminal will also
be constructed with modern facilities such
as aerobridges to cater to the requirements
of increasing air traffic. Airport Director
Manoj Kumar Nayak, informed that the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has already accorded permission to upgrade
the airport for handling of A-321 and B-738
aircraft and coordinating with respective
airlines. Currently, Rajamahendravaram is
connected to Hyderabad, Bangalore and

Chennai on a daily basis but now Indigo and
TruJet airlines are keen to operate 25 new
services to Tirupati, Chennai, Visakhapatnam,
Hyderabad and Bangalore. The passenger
traffic recorded growth to 28,900 passengers
in December 2020, as against 7,700 in July
2020. The Bureau of Civil Aviation (BCA)
regional director has completed inspection of
interim cargo domestic terminal and expressed
satisfaction and after getting security
clearance cargo operation also commenced.
Expansion of aprons is also under progress to
accommodate 11 A-321type aircraft.

SER expedites four-lane road project in Odisha

T

he South Eastern Railway (SER) has
decided to complete the stalled four-lane
road stretch between BSNL office and Basanti
Colony directly connecting the newly-constructed
Rourkela railway station project in Odisha. Once
commissioned, the road stretch will benefit the
population of the area, besides decongesting

vehicular traffic at the railway station's main
entrance. Divisional Railway Manager (DRM),
B Sahu, informed that encroachment issue is
being resolved as the meeting with stakeholder
was fruitful. SER is committed to extending
necessary support for Smart City projects and
development work of Rourkela.

MoRTH sets to surpass 11,000-km road-building targets

W

agreements for $323 million each (NDB
share 70 per cent) for the two projects. In the
first phase, 1,243 km distance roads will be
developed at a cost of `2,978 crore and with
reverse tendering `85.43 crore is likely to be
saved. The first phase of the project will begin
shortly while DPR for the second phase is
currently in progress.

ith more than 8,000 km of national
highways built from 1st April 2020 to 15th
January 2021 clocking an increase of 8% over
the corresponding period in the last financial
year, the road transport and highways ministry
informed that it is poised to surpass the financial
year target of 11,000 km by 31 March, despite
covid-19 related challenges. During the same
period in the last fiscal, 7,573 km roads were
constructed, with a pace of 26.11 km per day.
The rate of road construction generally picks
up in the second half of the year, especially
after the monsoon season. An increase in road
construction is indicated by the government's
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focus on infrastructure creation, which in turn
boosts economic growth. The pace at which
contracts are being awarded for building
national highways has more than doubled this
financial year. The ministry awarded highway
projects for 7,597 km length during this period,
compared with 3,474 km during the same
period in the last financial year. In total, projects
for 8,948 km of roads were awarded in 201920 while 10,237 km of roads were constructed
during this year. The achievement is significant
as the first two months of the current fiscal were
lost due to the nationwide lockdown in the wake
of Covid-19 pandemic.
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Centre to award all
Bharatmala projects by 2023

T

he Centre has planned to complete
awarding of projects under the Bharatmala,
its flagship highways development program,
by 2023. The first phase of the Bharatmala
scheme approved in 2017 includes the
construction of 24,800 km national highways,
in addition to 10,000 km of balance road works
under the National Highways Development
Program (NHDP). The roads remaining to be
built under the NHDP have now come down
to about 5,000 km. The program was initially
envisaged to be completed by the end of
fiscal 2022 but it faced issues of delayed land
acquisition, which remains a major concern
for infrastructure projects. As of December
2020, projects of around 13,500 km length
were awarded and by March this year, work on
another 2,500 km of projects is expected to be
awarded. By the end of FY21, the government
will have around 12,000 km of projects left to
be awarded, which is possible to bid out in the
next two fiscals. Project awarding activity of
the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
and its implementing agencies like the NNHAI
and NHIDCL has been robust this fiscal year,
despite the pandemic.

PM launches `17,000-cr
metro projects in Gujarat

T

he Prime Minister has launched the
Ahmedabad Metro Rail Project PhaseII and the Surat Metro Rail Project involving
a combined investment of `17,000 crore.
The rail projects will further strengthen the
connectivity and are expected to provide an
environment-friendly Mass Rapid Transit
System to the two major business centres
of the country. The Ahmedabad Metro Rail
Project Phase-II is 28.25 km long with two
corridors and Surat Metro Rail Project is 40.35
km long comprising two corridors. Currently,
work is underway on over 1,000 km metro
network across 27 cities. In the last six years,
over 450 km of the metro network became
operational. The second phase of the metro
will benefit people by linking new areas of the
city with this comfortable mode of transport.
Surat will also experience better connectivity
as these projects are envisaged keeping in
mind the requirement of the future.

MoRTH launches `323-cr road projects in Karnataka

T

he Union transport minister has laid
foundation stones for two national
highway projects in Karnataka entailing an
investment of `323 crore. The scope of work
in these projects involves the construction
of an elevated corridor at Rani Chennamma
Circle in Hubballi city and construction of fourlane road and minor bridge near Dastikoppa
Kalaghatgi Tq on NH 63. The projects will
boost the socio-economic development of
Hubballi and Dharwad and will strengthen

NCRTC kick starts construction of rapid rail in Delhi

T

he National Capital Region Corporation
(NCRTC) has started the civil construction
work on the high-speed rapid rail project in
Delhi. It has started with the construction of a
viaduct connecting Sarai Kale Khan and New
Ashok Nagar stations as part of the DelhiMeerut Regional Rapid Transit System. The
whole construction package for the corridor
includes building a viaduct from Sarai Kale
Khan to New Ashok Nagar's Down-Ramp,
a bridge over the Yamuna River, an entry
ramp leading to the Jangpura Stabling Yard
and two elevated stations at Sarai Kale Khan
and New Ashok Nagar. The 4.3 km section
will be elevated and the two stations will be
developed as a milestone hub with a major

transit interchanging facility with all modes
of transport. Currently, people exit the metro
station and walk for 10 minutes to reach the
railway station and bus terminal. Under the
NCRTC planned station, people will not have
to exit the station as direct connectivity will be
provided to railway, metro and ISBT.

Cummins India to produce more efficient engines for CE industry

C

ummins India is all set to start
the production of its state-of-theart 4.5-litre engine system for wheeled
equipment at its Pune plant. Cummins is
known for designing, manufacturing and
marketing diesel and natural gas engines. It
has been collaborating with the construction
equipment industry in India for more than
45 years.

plant which is designed to accommodate
future expansion.
Apart from the CE industry, the company is
also considering to supply this engine to the
power-gen industry and heavy-duty trucks.

The
Maharashtra
government
has
decided to go ahead with the Pune-Nashik
semi high-speed railway project at an
investment of `16,039 crore. The project
was approved by the Union Railway
ministry last year. In the state cabinet
meeting with both CM and Deputy CM,
it was decided that connecting the two
districts, which lead in agriculture and
industrial sectors, by a direct rail line, will
help fast-tracking economic development
in the entire belt. MD of Maharashtra Rail
Infrastructure Development Corporation
(MahaRail), Rajesh Kumar Jaiswal, made
a presentation on projects that the staterun firm will implement in future. Other
projects include the Mumbai-Pune (highspeed railway project one-hour journey),
Ratnagiri-Pune, Aurangabad-Chalisgaon,
Rotegaon-Kopargaon, Pune-Aurangabad,
Pune-Nanded, ChiplunKarad (new line)
and Vaidbhavwadi-Kolhapur (newline).

BCPL Rail Infra bags `516mn contract
BCPL Railway Infrastructure has bagged
an order worth `516.04 million for Supply,
Erection, Testing & Commissioning of 25KV,
50HZ single-phase traction Overhead
Equipment (OHE) and switching stations
between sections Fakiragram - new
Bongaigaon (excluding) in Alipurduar
division (35RKM/90TKM) in Assam. The
project requires a completion period of 6
months from the date of commencement.

The construction equipment vehicle (CEV)
BS-IV-certified engines were approved
by the International Centre for Automotive
technology (ICAT) in October 2020. The
Phaltan manufacturing plant in Pune will
manufacture
electronically-controlled
Cummins B4.5 engines spanning 121-200
hp (90-149 kW) power range. For now, the
company is putting up an annual production
capacity of 30,000-50,000 engines at the

GFM plans $3-bn pan-India
office projects portfolio

GHMC starts laying 247km concrete roads

odrej Fund Management, the real estate
private equity arm of the Godrej Group,
has planned to strengthen its pan-India office
projects portfolio to over $3 billion or `22,000
crore by 2023. It has deployed a strategy
to take this portfolio public through a Real
Estate Investment Trust (REIT). This will be
India's first domestic private equity fund with
such a large office projects portfolio that can
rival global entities like the Blackstone Group
and Brookfield Asset Management that have
been chasing yield-generating commercial
properties in India. MD & CEO of Godrej Fund
Management, Karan Bolaria, said, "We are
interested in creating a long hold structure for
these assets so that there would be either a
private core fund, wherein we will raise more
money for holding these assets for long-term."

o provide hassle-free road transport
facilities, the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation (GHMC) has started
laying 247-km long Vacuum Dewatered
Cement Concrete (VDCC) roads in the city.
GHMC executive engineer of Chandanagar
circle, P Chinna Reddy, informed that unlike
the regular gravel roads, layers of concrete
floors are being laid to build a VDCC road
as it will prevent waterlogging. The same
is the case with Road No.3 Banjara Hills
and Road No.46 Jubilee Hills. These roads
are mainly being laid to avoid frequent
waterlogging. Even the best quality bitumen
is damaged if the water is stagnant on the
road. After assessing the longevity of the
stretch, GHMC decided to extend the
project to other parts of the city.

G

the road network in the region. An elevated
corridor at Rani Chennamma Circle and
four-laning of NH near Dastikoppa village in
the Hubballi Dharwad area will reduce travel
time from railway junction to airport, besides
making the road journey safer and reducing
pollution. Similarly, the four-laning of the road
in Dastikoppa village will ensure hassle-free
movement of the vehicular traffic between
Dharwad and Karwar cities, the known
industrial and educational hubs of the state.

Maharashtra pushes
`16,039-cr high-speed
rail project

T
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NAREDCO demands`1.25 lakh-cr stress fund for realty sector

JDA announces `3,000-cr ring road project in Jaipur

T

T

he real estate sector has sought `1,25,000
crore stressed fund in the upcoming
Budget to lift the sector from the prevailing
slump due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The
body is seeking funds via HFCs/NBFCs who
are ready to establish stress funds for the
ailing sector. According to them, this will allow
for faster appraisals and sanctions.
Niranjan Hiranandani, national president
of NAREDCO said, "While the real estate
industry appreciates the initiative of
establishing the SWAMIH fund for `25,000

crore to help real estate sector, allowing more
such stress funds will help facilitate last-mile
funding for stressed and stalled projects." To
enhance the loan-to-value (LTV) ratio by up
to 90 per cent across the board of home loans
for affordable houses of `30 lakh or less and
the same facility should be extended to MIG
and HIG, is another demand that industry has
put forward. "Allowing interest on home loans
for income tax deductions without any ceiling,
current interest deduction under section 24
of IT Act 1961 on housing loans of `2 lakhs
should be removed to extend the incentive
to home buyers. Bringing long-term capital
gains at 10 per cent (on par with provision of
section 112 for equity shares), and reducing
the period of holding house property by up
to 12 months from existing 24/36 months to
qualify as a long-term Capital asset is need
of the hour," said Rajeev Talwar, Chairman of
NAREDCO. Parveen Jain, VC of NAREDCO
added, "the loss from house property should
be fully allowed to be adjusted against other

heads of income. In case of unadjusted loss,
it should be fully allowed to be carried forward
to subsequent years."
For rental housing, NAREDCO seeks
enhancement in HRA Tax Exemption; an
increased depreciation rate for the rental
projects like in commercial buildings and
allowing carry on of loss from rental income
will make a difference. To promote rental
housing, Hiranandani said, "The deduction
of 30% from the annual rental income (for
purpose of maintenance) should be increased
to 50%. This will not only improve ROI but
will also encourage citizens from investing
in residential properties for giving on rent."
Affordable housing will benefit from increasing
completion period to six years; while enabling
concessional lending rate for Affordable
Housing Projects. Extending the Credit Linked
Subsidy Scheme (CLSS) for all segments will
support homebuyers.
Jain added, “RBI and the National Housing
Bank (NHB) should review the ban on
subsidy schemes. The ban does not favour
homebuyers, as a large proportion of them
do not have the ability to pay monthly
payments for their home loans and home
rentals." One-time loan restructuring, external
commercial lending (ECB) for real estate,
and SEZ reforms, including notification date
extension for IT / ITeS economic zones and
MAT withdrawal, are other lawsuits filed by
NAREDCO which believes this could help to
ensure green shoots in real estate.

o ensure smooth flow of vehicular traffic in
and around Jaipur, the Jaipur Development
Authority (JDA) has decided to construct a
45-km long ring road (North) corridor directly
connecting Agra and Delhi highways. Earlier,
the task was given to NHAI but now the urban
development and housing (UDH) minister
announced that JDA will construct the
project. Development Commissioner (JDC),
Gaurav Goyal informed that the estimated
cost of the project will be `3,000 crore. The
state government has already cleared the
project and JDA is all set to start the land
acquisition process between Bagrana (Agra
road) to Achrol (Delhi road). Negotiations
with NHAI are currently on to construct the
project on a joint revenue-sharing basis. As

per the proposal, the civic body would require
approximately `1,808 crore for acquiring land
for the transport corridor. The agencies have
identified land in 26 villages of three tehsils
— Amber, Jaipur and Jamwa-Ramgarh — to
acquire it for the ring road. It will consist of a
six-lane access-controlled expressway and
a three-lane service road on both sides. The
northern corridor will also be developed on
the lines of the 47-km southern corridor (Agra
Road to Ajmer Road) and JDA will acquire
a 360-metre-wide stretch of land. While the
transport corridor will be constructed on a
90-metre wide land, the civic body proposes
135-135 metres wide development corridor
along the transport corridor for commercial
purpose.

Chennai Metro plans `225-cr maintenance depot

C

hennai Metro Rail has planned to
build a depot for maintenance of trains
for the corridor between Light House and
Poonamallee for the Phase-II project. The
depot will have a facility for 24 tracks that can
fit six coach trains. According to the DPR, it will
be set up at an estimated cost of `225 crore.
Chennai Metro Rail (CMRL) is set to start the
construction of the phase-II project this year
and is in the process of finalizing multiple
tenders. The depot needs to be ready first to
accommodate the manufactured trains once
they arrive in the city. CMRL informed that
they had planned to operate services between
Poonamallee and Power House initially. This
part of the project is elevated and will be
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constructed quickly within four years. There
are only two depots, with the biggest one at
Madhavaram and the other at Poonamallee.
The detailed project report indicates that 17
hectares will be required for the depot and
staff quarters and both Madhavaram and
Poonamallee depots and other facilities.
CMRL will have to acquire nearly 40 hectares
of land in and around the identified location.
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Cabinet clears `3,883-cr multi-modal hub in Noida

T

Highway construction hits a
record high in a week
The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways
has made a record by constructing 534 km
of National Highways (NHs) in the last week
commencing 8 January. MoRTH said, "The
Ministry has constructed 8,169 km of NHs
from April 2020 to 15 January 2021 in the
current financial year 2020-21, i.e. with a
speed of about 28.16 km per day. During the
same period in the last fiscal, 7,573 km roads
were constructed, with a speed of 26.11 km
per day." The pace of award has also more
than doubled this fiscal. In total, projects of
8,948 km of roads were awarded in 2019-20
while 10,237 km of roads were constructed.
The Ministry is hopeful that with this pace it
should cross the construction target of 11,000
km by 31 March.

MMRDA pushes `8,417-cr
Metro 5 rail corridor

T

o build the Thane-Bhiwandi-Kalyan
Metro 5 corridor on a fast-track basis,
Metropolitan Region Development Authority
(MMRDA) has applied for the diversion of
2,349.57 square metres (sqm) of forest
area for the corridor and in this connection,
the state authority has sought the diversion
of 1,971.71 sqm of forest land in Balkaum,
Thane, as well as of 377.86 sqm of the area
in Kasheli in Bhiwandi from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) for constructing around 24 piers for
the `8,417 crore project. During the planning

he Union Cabinet has approved the
construction of multi-modal logistics and
transport hub at Greater Noida, entailing an
investment of `3,883.80 crore. The logistics
hub project will be developed as a worldclass facility providing efficient storage
and transitioning of goods to and from the
Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFC) and it
will offer a one-stop destination to freight
companies and customers. The facility
will not just provide standard container
handling activities but also various valueadded services to reduce logistics cost
with improved efficiency of operations. The
project is located near the already existing
Indian Railways station of Boraki acting as
a transport hub with provisioning of rail, road
and MRTS accessibility for the passengers in
a seamless manner. It will have space for the
inter-state bus terminal, local bus terminal,
metro, commercial, retail and hotel space and
green open spaces. It will provide world-class

passenger movement facilities for the growing
population of the catchment zone catering to
upcoming developments in Uttar Pradesh,
sub-region of the NCR. Envisioned on the
backbone of major transportation corridors
like eastern and western dedicated freight
corridors, expressways and national highways,
proximity to ports and airports, the objective
of industrial corridor program is the creation
of greenfield industrial cities with sustainable
'plug and play', ICT enabled utilities to facilitate
manufacturing investments into the country
by providing quality, reliable, sustainable
and resilient infrastructure to industries. In
addition, the CCEA also approved proposals
of the Department of Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT) for the construction
of various trunk infrastructure components
for Krishnapatnam Industrial Area in Andhra
Pradesh and Tumakuru Industrial Area in
Karnataka involving `2,139.44 crore and
`1,701.81 crore investments respectively.

Railway invites bids for Mysuru-Chennai HSRC corridor's DPR

T

he Indian Railways has invited bids to
prepare a detailed project report (DPR)
for the proposed 450-km Mysuru-BengaluruChennai High-Speed Rail (bullet train)
project connecting Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu. According to the tender document, the
contractor has to survey, identify overheads
and overground utilities and identify power
sourcing options for the substation. With the
project, the distance between Mysuru and
Chennai is expected to be covered in two
and a half hours. At present, the journey
takes seven hours via the Shatabdi Express,
the fastest train on the route. Other than
Bengaluru, the trains will have stoppages in
Mandya, Channapatna, Bangarpet, Chittor,
Arakkonam and Poonamallee. The tenders
for civil works are likely to be issued in the

next three months. This Mysuru-Chennai
line is one of the six such high-speed rail
projects proposed by the Railways. The
project between Mumbai and Ahmedabad,
the country's first such high-speed corridor, is
likely to be completed by early 2024. Trains
are expected to reach a speed of over 300 km/
hr on these corridors. The average speed on
these corridors is going to be around 250 km/
hr and the trains will have a capacity of 750
passengers while the fares are likely to be
1.5x higher than that of existing First-Class AC
compartments. The stations are likely to come
up at Chennai, Poonamallee and Arakkonam
in Tamil Nadu, Chittoor in Andhra Pradesh,
Bangarpet, Bengaluru, Channapatna, Mandya
and Mysuru in Karnataka. A depot to maintain
trains is being planned at Poonamallee.

World Bank inks $500-mn
green highways corridor
pact

T

he World Bank and the Union Government
has inked a pact for a $500- million project
to build safe and green national highway
corridors. MoRTH informed that the highway
corridors will be developed in Rajasthan,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Andhra
Pradesh. The project will enhance the capacity
of the transport ministry in mainstreaming
safety and green technologies. It will support
MoRTH in constructing 783 km of highways
in various geographies by integrating safe
and green technology designs such as local
and marginal materials, industrial byproducts,
and other bioengineering solutions. The
Government of India is committed to
environmentally sustainable development
in its infrastructure projects and the project
will set new standards in the construction
of safe motorable roads and the targeted
states will also help improve connectivity
and promote economic development. The
project will also support analytics to map the
freight volume and movement pattern on the
national highway network, identify constraints,
and provide innovative logistics solutions.
The project will support the ministry with an
in-depth analysis of gender-related issues in
the transport sector and will help in creating
jobs for women by training women-led
micro-enterprises and women collectives to
implement green technologies in the highway
corridors.

stage, the various options for the alignment
were explored by MMRDA given the complete
avoidance or minimum loss of forest land.
The proposed alignment requires at least
minimum forest land, which is unavoidable
as the portion is just a small patch of forest
near the Kasheli creek and that the agency
is awaiting approval. MMRDA had also got
clearances from the Maharashtra Coastal
Zone Management Authority (MCZMA) for
the project, as the alignment crosses the
Ulhas river near Kalyan. The 24.9-km Metro-5
corridor will connect Thane and Kalyan via the
power loom town of Bhiwandi and will have 17
stations. Currently, the areas are connected
only via the overcrowded suburban railway.
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Mumbai-Hyderabad bullet train to link Navi Mumbai airport

Rajasthan gets `32,302-cr roads under Bharatmala Pariyojana

T

T

he terminal for the Mumbai-Hyderabad
bullet train corridor, which is to come up
in Navi Mumbai, will integrate with the underconstruction international airport, Mumbai Trans
Harbour Link project and Navi Mumbai Metro.
The average speed of the proposed bullet train
is estimated to be 320-km per hour. The 711km distance between Hyderabad and Mumbai
can be traversed in less than three-and-a-half
hours as the distance takes over 15 hours by
existing trains that run at speeds between 80
km per hour and 120 km per hour, with many
stops in between the two cities. A fast train
between Mumbai and Hyderabad is Hussain
Sagar Express that takes under 14 hours. This
will be the third high-speed rail project involving
Mumbai. Currently, National High-Speed Rail
Corporation (NHSRC) is tasked with the 508-

km Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail
Link project. The other Mumbai project is the
proposed 753-km Mumbai-Nashik-Nagpur
corridor. NHSRC has proposed six corridors
spanning 4,109 km, the remaining being
Chennai-Bengaluru-Mysuru (435 km), DelhiVaranasi (865), Delhi-Ahmedabad (886 km)
and Delhi-Amritsar (459 km).

Maha-Metro launches Vanaz-Ramwadi metro work in Pune

A

fter
completing
the
underground
tunnelling work between the College of
Agriculture and civil court at Shivajinagar,
Maha-Metro has commenced work on circular
piers on the riverbed near Bund Garden. It
is the part where Vanaz-Ramwadi metro line
crosses Mula-Mutha river at Sangamwadi
stretch through an elevated way. MahaMetro has already put piers on the riverbed
along the Yerawada bridge as the 8.3 km civil
court-Ramwadi stretch is part of the second
line of the Pune metro plan connecting Vanaz
with Ramwadi. Hemant Sonawane, general
manager of Pune Maha-Metro, informed that
the Pune Metro crosses the river at two places
- Sangamwadi and Bund Garden areas and
both are a part of Vanaz-Ramwadi stretch.

The launch of segments on circular piers was
halted due to monsoon as the water level
increased.
The metro route will have stations at RTO,
Pune Railway station, Dole Patil Road,
Bund Garden, Yerawada, Kalyaninagar and
Ramwadi. On this stretch, maximum pillars
are located on the riverbed. The metro
stations Vanaz to Ramwadi stretch is 14.67
km in length and consists of 16 stations
Vanza (depot), Anandnagar, Ideal Colony, Nal
Stop, Garware College, Deccan Gymkhana,
Sambhaji Garden, PMC headquarters, civil
court, Mangalwar Peth, Pune railway station,
Ruby Hall clinic, Bund Garden, Yerawada,
Kalyaninagar and Ramwadi.

he Union Transport ministry has targeted
to build 1,976-km of highways costing
`32,302 crore in Rajasthan under the
BharatmalaPariyojana. On the request of
state's CM, the ministry has also agreed to
link Jaipur-Dausa highway with Mumbai-Delhi
expressway. He also appealed to the state to
cooperate with the Centre on land acquisition
for national and express highway projects as
well as in providing compensation to farmers.
The ministry can develop a new green
highway linking Jaipur with the Mumbai-Delhi

expressway. On the pending works on JaipurDelhi highway, it will prepare a new DPR for
its completion. The minister said that there
has been a 40% growth in road construction
in Rajasthan over the last six years. The length
of NHs in the state is 10,661km and all the
districts are connected by national highways.
He also promised to prepare a DPR for a
hybrid road/flyover in Jodhpur to solve the
traffic problems in the city. Apart from this, a
DPR is being prepared for 22 other projects
with a length of 2,811km costing `50,000 crore.

MMRDA targets `167-cr for road upgrades

T

he
Mumbai
Metropolitan
Region
Development Authority (MMRDA) has
planned an underground two-level road and
widening of the existing flyover to ease traffic
movement on the Western Express Highway
(WEH) for `167 crore. Traffic congestions are
a routine matter on the highway connecting the
international and domestic airports affecting
travellers going to airport and vice verse.
MMRDA Commissioner RA Rajeev informed
that it is a vital project to decongest the existing
traffic as currently, commuters have to face traffic
congestion which consumes their precious time.
At the international (Terminal 2) and domestic
(Terminal 1) junctions during peak hours, the
traffic is more than 10,000 passengers car
unit (PCU). Therefore, it was suggested by the

consultants that a grade-separated underpass
should be developed so that traffic from T2 to
Bandra side moves at grade and some vehicles
take the slip road, and long-distance traffic takes
the flyover. Due to the short weaving distance
between the left turn point and the flyover, it
becomes congested. Hence, direct underpass
ramp is being provided at level 1, slip road traffic
will take a left turn at grade and direct movement
through an underpass ramp at 2 levels. Traffic
from Bandra to the domestic airport experiences
delays due to traffic signal and high volume and
to do away with this, an underpass has been
proposed for the same. The underpass will be
of a 4-metre height to provide movement of twowheelers, cars and autos while bigger vehicles
will move at grade.

TNHB kick-starts construction of `103-cr housing towers

T

he Tamil Nadu Housing Board (TNHB) has
started the construction work on a high-rise
residential project at Old Circuit House colony
near Mannarpuram in the city involving `103.5
crore investments. Four skyscrapers with 14-15
floors each will come up at the site housing 464
residential units. The old housing units at the
site were demolished paving the way for the
new construction for which all the mandatory
clearances have been put in place. Block 1

and 2 shall have 14 floors each, while block 3
and 4 will house 15 floors each. The facility is
estimated to generate 1,242 kg of waste per
day of which non-biodegradable waste will be
recycled through scrap vendors. The TNHB
complex will get green space with a play area
for children, community hall and likely a library.
The project is being taken up under the Tamil
Nadu government servants' rental housing
scheme and will be completed in two years.

JSPL receives regular rail supplier status from Indian Railways

J

indal Steel and Power Ltd (JSPL) has
secured the regular rail supplier status from
the Indian Railways thereby becoming the first
private company in India to be awarded such
a status from the national transporter. This
status will enable JSPL to supply 60 kg 880
grade (90UTS) rails. MD of JSPL, V R Sharma,
informed that the Railways, its subsidiary and
track laying contractors can source 60 kg 880
grade (90UTS) rails manufactured by the
company and utilize them for their ongoing
and upcoming projects. The Research
Designs and Standards Organization (RDSO),

which works under the ambit of the Railway
Board, has approved field performance of 60
kg 880 Grade (90 UTS) rails manufactured
by JSPL at its Raigarh plant. This would be
a push towards an Atmanirbhar Bharat and
is also an achievement for the company's
rail business. Apart from this, JSPL has also
started supplying 1080 grade head hardened
rails and 880-grade prime (Class-A) rails to
various metro rail projects in India including
Rail Vikas Nigam Limited for the construction
of the Kolkata Metro Rail Project and Pune
Metro.

Cabinet clears `3,000-cr for Paradip Port Project

T

he Union government has approved
`3,000 crore to upgrade Paradip Port into
a world-class port facility by setting up a dock.
The port, which is located in Odisha, is one
of the 12 major ports under the control of the
Centre and handles the cargo of about 115
MT which is likely to increase substantially to
about 400 MT by 2030. The decision to set
up the western dock was taken to attract large
vessels with a capacity of handling 1.5-ton
cargo. The port, after the proposed upgrade,
can easily handle very large vessels for which
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an 18-metre draft is required and these ships
can dock there resulting in a reduction in
logistics cost. The need of the hour is to boost
EXIM trade in the current global competitive
environment and will generate huge job
avenues to people. Ports, Shipping and
Waterways Ministry informed that the project
pertains to deepening and optimization of
inner harbour facilities including development
of western dock on the build, operate and
transfer (BOT) basis under Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) mode to handle cape size
vessels at port.
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L&T secures `2,500-cr
construction contracts

E

ngineering and construction giant
Larsen & Toubro has won construction
contracts of about `2,500 crore both in the
domestic and international arena. Its power
transmission and distribution business has
won two transmission line packages in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. These lines are
expected to strengthen the grid in the Eastern
Region of Saudi Arabia and facilitate power
evacuation. Its water and effluent treatment
business has secured an engineering,
procurement, and construction order in
Gujarat to execute a package in the SAUNI
Yojna Link 3. Saurashtra Narmada Avtaran
Irrigation (SAUNI) is a project launched by
the government to fill various reservoirs by
diverting floodwaters overflowing from the
Sardar Sarovar Dam across the Narmada
River to drought and water deficit areas in the
state. It has already completed four packages
in the Sauni Yojana for the same client.

China-based STECL bags
RRTS tunnel contract

C

hinese tunnel engineering giant,
Shanghai
Tunnel
Engineering
Company Limited (STECL) has been
awarded the contract for the construction of a
5.6-km long New Ashok Nagar to Sahibabad
underground stretch of the Delhi-Meerut
RRTS corridor. National Capital Region
Transport Corporation (NCRTC), which is
executing the country's first Regional Rapid
Rail Transit System (RRTS), informed that
the contract has been awarded following
the set procedure and guidelines. Approvals
have to be taken at various levels for bids
that are funded by multilateral agencies.
Now, all the civil work tenders of the 82-kmlong Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut corridor have
been awarded and the construction is going
on in full swing to commission the project
in time. A controversy had erupted in June
last year after the STEC emerged as the
lowest bidder for the construction of the
5.6-km tunnel on one of the stretches of the
Delhi-Meerut RRTS project amid a standoff
between India and China along the LAC in
Ladakh.

Brigade Group launches `1,100-cr project in Hyderabad

T

he Bengaluru-based property builder,
Brigade Group, has launched `1,100 crore
residential project at Moti Nagar, Hyderabad.
The project named as Brigade Citadel spreads
over an area of 11 acres comprising over 1,300
two and three-bedroom homes priced between
`75 lakh and `1.4 crore. It is scheduled for
completion by 2025. This will have a central
courtyard built around a 100-year-old Banyan

tree where other amenities include a 53,000
sq ft clubhouse, jogging track, outdoor gym,
urban plaza, amphitheatre and other facilities.
Rajendra Joshi, CEO-Residential, Brigade
Group, informed that this is their second
project in Hyderabad after Brigade at No.7,
Banjara Hills. Brigade Citadel will have four
clusters and eight towers with 20 lakh sq ft
built-up area.

TN takes up `204-cr Radial Road Project

T

he construction work on the six-lane road
connecting the Thoraipakkam-Pallavaram
Radial Road with the East Coast Road (ECR) in
Tamil Nadu is all set to start and is expected to be
completed by the end of next year. The project
will ensure smooth flow of vehicular traffic as
it will divert some vehicles from Rajiv Gandhi
Salai, popularly known as Old Mahabalipuram
Road. In the first phase, the state highways
department will construct a 750 m-long stretch
that will take off from OMR and end near Canal
Bank Road, running along the Buckingham

Canal that is parallel to both OMR and ECR.
In the process, Canal Bank Road would be
widened into two lanes to provide connectivity
to the existing bridges across the canal.
Land acquisition for the first phase has been
completed and tenders had also been floated.
The major chunk of targeted funds will go to
land acquisition and the local transport ministry
has written to the Public Works Department
requesting it to remove encroachments along
the canal thereby paving the way for initiating
construction work as quickly as possible.

PMRC identifies 76-acre for metro depot in Patna

T

he process of land acquisition for the Patna
Metro depot near Patliputra ISBT at Mauza
Pahadi on Patna- Gaya Road is all set to start
as the Patna Metro Rail Corporation (PMRC)
has identified a 76-acre plot and its social
impact assessment is about to begin. District
land acquisition officer, Pankaj Patel, informed
that the depot will consist of two workshop bays
with provision for two more in the future and
two inspection bays with provision for two in the
future, 8 stabling lines which can accommodate
32 three-coach trains, and an auto-coach
washing plant. The administrative area will
consist of an auditorium, training school,
canteen and operational control centre. The
construction work of ISBT rail depot would be
completed before the priority corridor between
New Patliputra ISBT and MalahiPakri under
Corridor I. As all activities would start from the

depot, it would be developed on a priority basis
and the construction work would complete within
18 months after the commencement of work.
Earlier, two depots were proposed; however,
due to some changes in metro alignment, the
Aitwarpur depot was dropped. Now, both the
corridors have one depot near ISBT. The Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) would invite
bids for the construction of Patna Metro's depot
where in the first phase, the 6.1- km stretch will
come up, which include five elevated stations
— New Patliputra ISBT, Zero Mile, Bhutnath,
Khemnichak and MalahiPakri. The Corridor I will
be 17.9 km long from Danapur to Khemnichack
via Meethapur, of which 7.3km will be elevated,
and 10.5km underground. The Corridor II
will be 14.5 km from Patna station to ISBT of
which, 7.9-km will be underground and 6.6-km
elevated.

MSRDC expedites `1,222-cr
tunnelling project

T

he Maharashtra State Road Development
Corporation
(MSRDC),
which
is
responsible to execute the 5.4km TurbheKharghar tunnel project, has taken initiatives
to speed up the project involving an investment
of `1,222 crore. It is negotiating with CIDCO
and MIDC over fund contribution. Cidco will
fund `300 crore, `150 crore from MIDC, `300
crore will be contributed by the MSRDC and
an amount worth `622 crore will be borrowed
from financial institutions. The state finance
department is working out a plan to execute
the project soon. The MSRDC has already
secured permission from the authorities
concerned for the proposed six-lane
Kharghar-Turbhe connectivity project as once
it becomes operational, the new highway will
be used by commuters currently using ThaneBelapur and Sion-Panvel highway stretch and
the route will also connect VashiKharghar,
Taloja Node of CIDCO.

GHMC hastens `333-cr twoway flyover project

T

he
Greater
Hyderabad
Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) has fast-tracked the
construction work on the Osmania University
Colony flyover at Shaikpet, which is aimed at
easing traffic congestion on the Rethibowli to
Gachibowli stretch at an investment of `333
crore. The stretch from Rethibowli to Gachibowli
is also an Intermediate Ring Road and heavy
traffic is witnessed on the stretch almost
round-the-clock. This portion of the road forms
important connectivity from the core area to
the bustling IT hubs in Hitec City and Financial
District and traffic snarls have become a routine
matter. The two-way flyover will facilitate in
crossing the Seven Tombs junction, Film Nagar
junction, OU Colony junction and Whisper
Valley junction and is planned to ensure smooth
flow of traffic towards IT hubs. The initial delay
in acquisition of land and properties and other
aspects were covered a bit during the lockdown
by executing different works.

The 82-km-long Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut
RRTS corridor is being funded by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB). According to
their procurement guidelines, vendors
from all member countries of the bank are
eligible to participate in the bidding process
without any discrimination. The NCRTC
had invited bids for the construction of the
tunnel on November 9, 2019, for which
five companies had submitted technical
bids and all the five bidders qualified in
the technical bid evaluation but Shanghai
Tunnel Engineering Company Limited had
emerged as the L1 bidder for the tender
after qualifying on all the parameters and
hence the contract was awarded to it.
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NHAI to deploy software to check project delays

Ambuja Neotia Group in JV unveils 72-acre townships

N

R

ational Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) has planned to deploy software
to curb red-tape and enhance transparency.
Union Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari
informed that the software will specifically
track files and pinpoint the officials behind
delays in disposing of matters. This will
enhance efficiency and transparency in the
road-building nodal agency. The authority last
year had claimed that it is going to be the first
construction sector organization to go 'fully
digital' with cloud-based Data Lake Software
to effectively check delays in decision-making
resulting in losses.
Through the software, the ministry will
detect how much time has been taken by
one particular official in disposing of any file.
Those officials who do not take decisions
in a time-bound manner will be tracked

and stern action will be taken against them.
Besides, the project management consultancy
system will also be introduced soon, where
alignment, forest environment clearance, land
acquisition, construction, road safety, utility
shifting, designing, and roadside amenities everything about the project will be provided.
Newest technologies are being promoted while
focusing on reducing the project construction
costs without compromising quality.

UP unfolds 20,000 hectares New Noida plan

T

he UP government has directed Noida
authority to work out a plan to develop a
new Noida area on 20,000 hectares of land
with expanded boundaries up to the adjoining
district Bulandshahr. Noida authority informed
that the move is aimed at creating more
opportunities for industries in Noida, where
no land is left for setting up industrial clusters.
The earmarked area is located between
Greater Noida and Bulandshahr and has
been notified for development by the UP State
Industrial Development Authority (UPSIDA).
CEO of Noida Authority, Ritu Maheshwari,
said that since the industrial development is
almost saturated in Noida, the authority will
carry out development on this land once the
UP government completes the mandatory
formalities. The UP government is likely to

eal estate developer Ambuja Neotia
Group has agreed with Satyaa Homes
to jointly develop a 72-acre land parcel in
Rajarhat locality of Kolkata in the first-ever
mega land transaction in 2021. Ambuja Neotia
Group is the development management
partner, while Satyaa Group will bring in its
land parcel into the alliance. Harshavardhan
Neotia, Chairman of Ambuja Neotia Group,
informed that HDFC Capital Advisors will be
the finance partner of the project. The joint
project will entail an integrated township
with villas, apartments and large plotted
development to be completed in five years.
Total development potential of the project,
at a floor space index (FSI) of 2.5 times,
would be in the range of 8 million sq ft.
The transaction was facilitated by Anarock
Property Consultants' Land Services division.
Rajarhat's residential sector offers options

across all budget segments but the affordable
segment is predominant, accounting for
nearly 54% of the housing supply there.
Director & City Head of ANAROCK Property
Consultants, Soumendu Chatterjee, said that
mid-end segment housing accounts for only
around 29% of the region's residential supply
and the newest is one of the largest project
alliances formed in eastern India in recent
times.

CPWD sets to float tender for Central Vista Project

A

finalize the model of development for the
new area in the next couple of months and
hand over the land to the Noida authority.
The government had started the process for
developing a new Noida area two months ago
but the state government is yet to earmark
the exact locations for industrial, residential,
mixed land use and commercial spaces.

fter getting the go-ahead signal from
the Supreme Court for the Central Vista
project, Central Public Works Department
(CPWD) is all set to float tender for the
demolition of structures at the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts and construction
of three building blocks on the plot. Designs
of these buildings are currently being finalized
after consultation with different ministries and
government departments. This will be the first
tender for the Common Central Secretariat
buildings on Central Vista. Once the three
new buildings are complete, offices from
existing buildings such as Krishi Bhawan,
Udyog Bhawan and Shashtri Bhawan will be
shifted to the new buildings. Subsequently,
the vacated buildings will be demolished for
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redevelopment. There will be a smooth and
seamless process for shifting of offices from
old buildings to newer ones. The environment
ministry's expert committee has recommended
granting environment clearance to the project
while directing CPWD to ensure that no air
pollution is caused during the demolition and
construction period.
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