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Centre clears `12,396-cr ring
rail network in Bangalore

T

he Union government has cleared the
148-km long suburban rail project for
Bengaluru, connecting towns across seven
directions around the city. The towns include
Mysore, Mandya, Tumkur, Hosur, Bangarapet,
Kolar, Doddaballapur and Chikkaballapur and
the ones that fall between these townships and
Bangalore city. With the state headquarters
emerging as the hub of IT, BT and NT
industries, besides other manufacturing units,
a large number of workers commute daily
between Bengaluru and these towns on the
periphery. The Suburban Rail project is a
joint venture between the Centre and State
Government with each contributing `2,479
crore and the State borrowing another `7438
crore from other sources. The state cabinet
has already given administrative approval to
borrow the amount from financial institutions.
On completion, it would take away 40% of the
public transport trips on the city's congested
streets and thoroughfares. It is estimated that
it will cater to 25 lakh commuters a day who
will spend just one-third of what they pay for
road transport for their daily commute. Not
just this, the commuters will also be able
to commute 70 to 100 kms in just 70 to 90
minutes. The suburban system will become
fully operational by 2026. Ten metro stations
in the city including Yelahanka, Kengeri,
Yeshawanthapur, Cantonment, Whitefield, K
R. Puram, Baiyappanahalli, Jnanabharthi and
Nayandahalli) will serve as feeders for the
system.
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Govt announces `18,000-cr for urban housing scheme

T

he Union Finance Minister has announced
`18,000 crore, an additional outlay for
the urban housing scheme, to help complete
real estate projects that remained incomplete
due to a cash crunch. The amount would be
provided over and above the Budget Estimates
for 2020-21 for the Prime Minister Awas Yojana
(Urban) through additional allocation and extra
budgetary resources, and also over and above
`8,000 crore already provided this year. The new
initiative would help start work on 12 lakh housing

units and complete 18 lakh houses; the move
would also create 78 lakh new jobs and raise
the demand for steel and cement. Announcing
support for construction and infrastructure, the
FM said that the Earnest Money Deposit (EMO)
and performance security requirements will be
relaxed for government tenders. Performance
security on contracts will be reduced to 3
percent instead of 5 to 10 percent and would be
extended to ongoing contracts, including public
sector enterprises.

Virgin Hyperloop- BIAL inks airport corridor pact

V

irgin
Hyperloop
and
Bangalore
International Airport Ltd (BIAL) have
signed a first-of-its-kind MoU to conduct a
feasibility study for a proposed hyperloop
corridor from BLR Airport to the city centre.
The pre-feasibility study, which focuses on
technical, economic and route feasibility, is
expected to be completed in 2 phases of six
months each. With speeds of up to 1,080kph, the hyperloop could transport thousands
of passengers per hour from BLR Airport to
the city centre in less than 10 minutes. As
of now, traveling from the heart of the city to
the airport, which is located, takes close to
3 hours.

airport would dramatically improve the
delivery of cargo and create an ultra-efficient
supply chain.
BIAL in a statement said that making
Bangalore airport a transportation hub
that connects people and places together
through various modes of transport, in
addition to its well-established road network,
will help connect the BLR Airport with the
sub-urban railway shortly and it will have
Metro connectivity in four years.

NBCC kick-starts work on
Dream Valley project

I

n a major relief to Amrapali home buyers,
NBCC has kicked off construction work at
Dream Valley Phase–II, a stalled real estate
project, in which the government-controlled
construction company has to complete
8,302 flats. NBCC has awarded the project
to Girdhari Lal Constructions and Altis
Holding Corporation joint venture, said senior
executive director RK Aggarwal. Currently,
the construction is on at 18 Amrapali projects
in Noida and Greater Noida. The completion
dates for a total of 39,017 residential units
in these projects range from 9 to 36 months;
so far, 695 units have been handed over and
around 2,500 more are likely to be given to
investors by March 2021.
The construction work at 18 projects is
in full swing and to maintain the speed of
construction, the homebuyers should promptly
pay their dues. Tenders for Greater Noida
projects — Leisure Valley Varona Height 1 &
2 comprising 4,964 units — are likely to be
awarded shortly and the tendering process for
Heart Beat-1 & 2, comprising 1,976 residential
units is currently in process, said Aggarwal.

The MoU was signed between Sultan bin
Sulayem, Chairman of Virgin Hyperloop, and
DP World, and T.M. Vijay Bhaskar, IAS, Chief
Secretary, Government of Karnataka and
Chairman of the Board of Directors at BIAL.
"The company is honored to partner with
Bangalore International Airport Limited to
explore ways in which hyperloop can become
a part of the solution to tackle congestion
and support economic growth in Bengaluru,"
said Sultan bin Sulayem, adding that beyond
just the transit of passengers, airports are a
crucial conduit for goods, especially timesensitive deliveries. A hyperloop-connected

L&T secures yet another 87-km long bullet train contract

C

lose on the heels of securing the C4
Package of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High Speed Rail (MAHSR) from the National
High-Speed
Rail
Corporation
Limited
(NHSRCL), the biggest EPC contract for the
construction of the 237.1 km stretch awarded
in the country to date, the construction arm of
Larsen and Toubro, has bagged yet another
mega contract - the construction of 87.569
km stretch of the same project, popularly
known as the bullet train. The C6 package
includes construction of viaducts, one station,
major river bridges, maintenance depots, and
other auxiliary works. This particular package
represents 17.2% of the total length, running
elevated from the outskirts of Vadodara to the
outskirts of Ahmedabad with one station at
Anand/Nadiad.
Commented S N Subrahmanyan, CEO &
MD, Larsen & Toubro, "This is yet another

recognition of our capabilities to construct
mega projects with speed and scale. We are
grateful to the Ministry of Railways, Indian
Railway Board and NHSRCL for reposing
faith in us. The Bullet Train project is a sign
of the Indian economy kick-starting again, and
a shot in the arm for the Indian infrastructure
sector. It is an opportunity to drive the Make in
India and Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan vision
of the Government.
The approx. 508 km Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High-Speed Rail project will cover 155.76
km in the State of Maharashtra, 4.3 km in
the Union Territory of Dadra & Nagar Haveli,
and 348.04 km in the State of Gujarat, with
12 stations along the route. Upon completion,
the High-Speed Rail will operate at a speed
of 320 kmph, covering the entire distance in
approximately 2 hours with limited stops and
in 3 hours with halt at all stops.
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Global banks predict resounding economic recovery

Authorities expedite Sonbhadra airport project in UP

G

A

lobal investment banks including Goldman
Sachs and Morgan Stanley have sounded
resounding optimism about India's economic
recovery and have predicted a strong rebound
next year as economic activity gathers
momentum and vaccine deployment to fight
the dreaded Covid-19 pandemic is undertaken.
Goldman Sachs expects GDP growth to
rebound to 13% in FY22 (above consensus
expectations of 10.9%), after an expected 10.3%
contraction in FY21. There is still a high degree
of uncertainty around the outlook — and growth
could overshoot or undershoot these forecasts
— depending on the course taken by the virus

and vaccine-related developments in the coming
years. The US investment banking giant had
earlier forecast the Indian economy to contract
14.8% in 2020-21 due to the bruising impact of
one of the strictest lockdowns to ward off the
spread of the deadly virus. The government's
move to restart economic activity has seen
a sharp improvement in several economic
indicators and there are estimates now that the
economy could move into positive territory in the
third quarter — earlier than estimated. Morgan
Stanley stated that it maintains a constructive
view of the economy and expects growth
recovery from the second quarter of 2021.

Max Estates launches `400-cr realty project in Noida

M

ax Estate, the real estate subsidiary of
Max Group, has started the construction
of its new commercial project named Max
Square comprising office and retail spaces
on the Noida Expressway at an investment of
`400 crore. The newest is the third commercial
project of Max Estates and will be developed
with New York Life Insurance Company as the
financial partner. The former will have 51 per
cent while New York Life Insurance Company
will have 49 per cent stakes in the special
purpose vehicle (SPV) Max Square Ltd, formed
to develop the project. This is the first real
estate project by the New York Life Insurance
Company in India as a financial partner.

T

Sahil Vachani, MD & CEO of Max Ventures &
Industries, informed that all statutory approvals
including Fire NOC, building plan approval
and environmental clearance have already
been put in place and the entire project will be
delivered by March 2023.

T
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to have an apron area, a lounge and a
boundary wall. The department would also
ensure that funds meant for the airport are
not sanctioned under any other scheme and
the amount would be used as per requirement
and it would not be kept under the public
ledger account (PLA) of any bank account.
The director of the civil aviation department
would be required to submit a fund utilization
certificate to the state government.

DMRC unveils `2,000-cr Metro Neo corridor

NHIDCL floats tender for `245-cr road project
he National Highways & Infrastructure
Development Corporation (NHIDCL)
has floated tender for road up-gradation in
the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir
entailing an investment of `245.39 crore.
The scope of work involves the construction
and up-gradation of the existing road length
into two-lane with paved shoulder from
design 31.449 km (Khellani) (ex 44.946 km)
to 51.700 km (Prem Nagar) (ex 68.617 km).
The 20.251 km long road length on Khellani-

ir connectivity in UP has received a
big booster with the Centre and the
state government joining hands to expedite
construction of an airport in Sonbhadra under
the regional connectivity scheme (RCS). The
state government has also decided to upgrade
Bareilly and Chitrakoot airstrips by making
provision of higher power load for them. The
plan to develop Myorpur (Sonbhadra) airport
comes after the Union ministry of environment
gave in-principle approval to the conversion
of land use of over 0.6 hectare of forest land
for construction of a terminal building near
Myorpur. The terminal is proposed to be built
close to the existing airstrip which is 1.4 metre
long and 25 metre wide and is currently used
for small aircraft. The new route that is being
planned is Lucknow-Myorpur-ChitrakootMyorpur-Lucknow and the airport is proposed

Kishtwar-Chattroo section of NH-244 is to
be constructed on engineering, procurement
and construction model (Package-I) with a
completion period of 18 months.

he Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC)
has decided to build a Metro Neo corridor
between Kirti Nagar and Bamnoli near Dwarka
at an estimated investment of `2,000 crore.
Metro Neo is a rail-guided urban transport
system with rubber-tyred electric coaches and
is powered by an overhead traction system
running on elevated or at-grade sections. The
light transit system costs about 20-25% of a
Metro and has lower maintenance costs, said
executive director (corporate communications),
DMRC, Anuj Dayal, adding that the standard
specifications for Metro Neo were issued
by the Union ministry of housing and urban
affairs. Further modifications may be made to
the technical specifications of the rolling stock
as well as other allied requirements for this
corridor.
The standalone corridor would connect
Kirti Nagar interchange station, where Blue
(Dwarka-Noida City Centre) and Green (Inder
Lok-Brig Hoshiar Singh) lines of Delhi Metro
meet the high-speed Airport Express Line,
which is also being extended from Dwarka
Sector 21 to Dwarka ECC near Bamnoli. The

Metro Neo system would have three-coach
sets of 12 m length each, and 2.5 m width, and
a floor height of 300-350mm. Made of stainless
steel or aluminum, the coaches would be
smaller and lighter than Delhi Metro rakes. The
average axle load would be around 10 tons
instead of the usual 17 tons of Metro coaches.
The rubber-tyred Metro Neo coaches would
run on road slabs, which could be elevated or
at-grade. When running at-grade, Metro Neo
would have a dedicated lane separating it from
road traffic with the help of a plinth, fencing
or kerfs. There would be an Automatic Train
Protection system with an anti-collision feature
and predefined speed limit.
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Maharashtra kick-starts
`4,000-cr mega housing
scheme
Maharashtra Government has launched
a new rural housing project named 'Maha
Awas Yojana' under which 8.82 lakh rural
houses will be built in 100 days. The project
has been undertaken by Maharashtra's Rural
Development department at an investment
of `4,000 crore. A total of 8,82,135 housing
are to be built under this project and all the
residential units will be equipped with modern
amenities and will strictly be delivered by the
end of February next year.

NDB injects $500-mn
booster in RRTS corridor

T

he New Development Bank (NDB)
has approved a $500 million funding
booster amounting to about `3,700 crore
into the Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS
Corridor. The funds are meant to be invested
to finance rolling stock, signalling system,
operational structures, among others. Works
of the corridor and the agreement was signed
between NDB and Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA). MD OF NCRTC,
Vinay Kumar Singh, informed that the project
will develop as an efficient and sustainable
regional passenger transport system and
reduce congestion by offering the public an
alternative mode of transport and encourage
them in settling in surrounding cities. The
82-km
Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut
RRTS
corridor with a project cost of `30,274 crore
will be co-financed under a parallel financing
arrangement with the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) and the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB). In September this
year, a loan agreement of $500 million was
signed with ADB for funding the same corridor.
The Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS corridor
will have a total of 24 stations and will be
elevated for around 70.5 km and 11.5 km of its
stretch will be underground. The 17-km long
priority section between Sahibabad and Duhai
of this corridor is scheduled to commence
operations in 2023 and the entire corridor will
be opened to the public by 2025.

MMRC starts production of
high vibration booted blocks

T

o provide smooth underground traveling
experience to metro users on the ColabaBandra-SEEPZ Metro-3 corridor, Mumbai
Metro Rail Corporation (MMRC) has begun trial
production of High Vibration Attenuation Booted
Twin Sleeper Blocks to lay tracks with the help
of Swiss machinery installed by Sonneville from
Switzerland. The Sleeper Blocks are being cast
with the help of state-of-the-art technology – at
a facility set up at Wadala.
This type of tracks which are being used for the
first time in India will absorb vibrations up to 22
Vibration Decibels (Vdb) over and above the
vibrations absorbed by normal Metro tracks. It
is also best suited for a city like Mumbai where
there are heritage structures, congested areas
and sensitive receptors like hospitals, schools,
colleges, studios etc. The two machines will cast
12,000 Sleeper Blocks every month to meet the
requirement of a total of 2,01,600 blocks for the
entire project. "The boots are the most crucial
part of tracks in ensuring lesser vibrations and
smoother ride for the commuters. To ensure
performance production is being supervised
by the Swiss experts from," said S. K. Gupta,
Director (Projects), MMRC.

CMRL launches `61,843-cr Phase-II of metro project

U

nion Home Minister has laid the foundation
stone for the Phase II of the Chennai
Metro Rail project involving an investment
of `61, 843 crore. The minister launched
the project via videoconference from a hall
in Anna Salai. The newest project will cover
118.9 km with three corridors —Madhavaram
to SIPCOT, Madhavaram to Sholinganallur
and Light House to Poonamallee. Apart
from this, he also laid the foundation stones
for a score of other infrastructure projects
including the Coimbatore-Avinashi elevated
expressway project, Indian Oil Corporation's
petroleum terminal at Vallur and Lube Plant at
Amullaivoyal thereby taking the total amount
of investment in infra project to `67,000 crore.
He also inaugurated `380 crore Thervoy
Kandigai reservoir in Tiruvallur district where

Odisha approves `464-cr
industrial projects

T

he state government in Odisha has
approved four industrial projects of
`464.72 crore. Chief Secretary Asit Tripathy
gave in-principle approval to the projects in
the metal and metal downstream and food
processing sectors. The projects have huge
job generation potentials as a medium density
fibreboard (MDF) manufacturing facility with
an annual capacity of 72,000 cubic metres
is being set up by Galax Industries also
got approval from the State Level Single
Window Clearance Authority (SLSWCA),
which is spearheaded by the chief secretary.
It proposed to invest `93 crore in the project
to be set up at Malipada in Khorda district.
The government also approved a proposal
of Envirocare Infrasolution Private Limited's
new unit at Lathikata in Sundergarh to set up
a pellet plant of 1.6 MTPA at an investment of
`120 crore. Among others, a Slurry Pipeline
project from its proposed Beneficiation Plant
at Koira to the pellet plant to be set up at
an investment of `100 crore by Envirocare
Infrasolution at Lathikata in Sundergarh also
got approval.

KEC-CCECC JV starts work
on `592-cr RRTS corridor

C
it is meant to meet Chennai's additional
requirement for drinking water. Spreading
across 1,495 acres, it will serve as the fifth
reservoir for the city and may help avert
drought-like situation by facilitating the supply
of 65 million litres a day (MLD) water to the
city as the project has raised the combined
storage of water in the lakes by 1,000 mcft.

J Kumar Infraprojects
launches casting of pier work

J

Kumar Infraprojects has initiated the casting
of piers for Mumbai Metro's 11.38 km
Line-9, which is proposed to connect Dahisar
East with Mira Bhayandar, said an official
spokesperson. He added that the first pier,
P63, is located right across from Thakur Mall
near the proposed Pandurang Wadi Station
and is estimated to be 9 meters high. In totality,
as many as 491 piers will be cast for this line
in the north-western suburbs. The contract for
this line's construction under package CA-48 –
a northern extension of the under-construction
16.5 km Line-7 – was awarded to J Kumar
Infraprojects by MMRDA early this year. The
scope of the work includes construction of 3
double-decker viaducts on Kashmira Road
measuring 1.5 km, 1.1 km and 754m for
vehicles and metro trains, and 7 stations at
Pandurang Wadi and interchanges with Line10 at Miragaon, Kashigaon, Sai Baba Nagar,
Meditya Nagar, Shaheed Bhaghat Singh
Garden and Subhash Chandra Bose Ground.

onstruction and infrastructure building
major, KEC, in a joint venture with CCECC
has started work for casting of piers near Atul
Kataria Chowk in Gurugram for the construction
of the second Regional Rapid Transit System
(RRTS) line connecting Delhi – Gurugram –
SNB (Shahjahanpur – Neemrana – Behrod)
through a 106.5 km long line with a speed of
180 km per hour. The Delhi – SNB RRTS line
was approved for construction by the Haryana
Government early last year and the work will
be financed mostly through government funds.

The construction work of a 10 km long elevated
section of this corridor was awarded to GR
Infraprojects Ltd. (GRIL) in May 2020 with a
deadline of 2.5 years. The firm had placed a bid
of `592.17 crore which was found to be lowest
among all participating players. The scope of
the work includes construction of the elevated
viaduct from the end of the Ramp at IDPL
Complex to start ramp at Rajiv Chowk and three
elevated stations viz., Udyog Vihar, Sector-17
and Rajiv Chowk of Delhi- SNB Regional Rapid
Transit System (RRTS) Corridor.

GPT Infra wins `162-cr
bridge contract in Kolkata

G

PT Infraprojects Limited (GPT) has
bagged an order worth `162.83 crore in
a joint venture in which GPT's share is 51%.
The contract has been awarded by the office
of the Hooghly River Bridge Commissioners
(HRBC), Transport Department, Kolkata.
The scope of work in the project includes the
repairing and rehabilitation of second Hooghly
Bridge (Vidyasagar Setu) including the
replacement of stay & holding down cables,
bearings and allied works.

CMRL invites online tenders
for elevated corridor

T

he Chennai Metro Rail Limited (CMRL)
has invited online tenders for the
construction of 11.61 km part of the elevated
stretch of the corridor-5 of Phase II of the
Chennai Metro Rail project for contract
package C5-ECV 03; The scope of work
comprises construction of elevated viaduct of
11.61 km length from Ch: 33710 m to 45320
m between Puzhuthivakkam Metro Station
(excluding) and beyond Elcot Metro station
including construction of 11 elevated stations
at Madipakkam, Kilkattalai, Echangadu,
Kovilambakkam, Vellakkal, Medavakkam Koot
Road, Kamaraj Garden Street, Medavakkam
Junction, Perumbakkam, Global Hospital and
Elcot, and all associated works in corridor-5 of
Chennai Metro Rail Project- Phase2 with work
completion period of 36 months.
The contract package for C4-ECV 02 inlcudes
construction of elevated metro stations at
Chennai bypass crossing, Ramachandra
Hospital,
Iyyapanthangal
Bus
Depot,
Katupakkam, Kumanan Chavadi, Karayan
Chavadi, Mullai Thottam, Poonamallee
Bus Terminus, Poonamallee bypass and
associated viaduct, CMRL informed.
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S Pallonji wins `392-cr IIM-V campus contract

Govt revamps VGF scheme with outlay of `8,100-cr

S

T

harpooji Pallonji & Company has
emerged as the successful bidder in
the tendering process for the construction of
a 240-acre Indian Institute of ManagementVisakhapatnam
(IIM-V)
campus
at
Gambheeram in Vizag suburbs for which the
company quoted a price of `392 crore. Prior to
this, the company has already constructed two
IIMs— IIM-Tiruchirappalli and IIMKashipur, as
well as other premier academic institutions
such as IIT-Patna (phase 1), IIT MadrasResearch Park, NIT-Rourkela and IISER-

Thiruvananthapuram. According to the IIM-V
director Prof M Chandrasekhar, this is another
important achievement for the institute, which
is poised for its next stage of development.
The institute completed all design, engineering
and planning work before floating tenders. As
per tender conditions, the bidder will complete
works by June 2022 but students will be
able to move into the permanent campus by
December 2021 as classrooms, hostels and
dining facilities are expected to be ready by
then.

Kalyan Developers launches three realty projects

K

alyan Developers, a wing of Kalyan
Jewellers, has launched 3 luxury
apartment projects across Kerala in Calicut,
Trivandrum and Thrissur respectively. Karthik
R, MD of Kalyan Developers informed that
Kalyan Courtyard, in Chevayur is Kalyan's 1st
project in Calicut. The project is a 21-storied
building with 94 apartments of 2 & 3 BHK
equipped with luxurious amenities such as
swimming pool, gym, multi-purpose hall,
centralized gas supply and door phone. This
is the 15th project of Kalyan Developers
at Sreevaraham in Trivandrum, very close
to Sree Padmanabhaswamy temple &

Sreevaraham Temple. Kalyan Divinity is
a 10 storied building with 55-2 & 3 BHK
apartments with luxurious amenities such as
gym, games room, centralised gas Supply
and video door phone.

Ircon invites bids for rail contract in J&K

I

rcon International has invited bids for
carrying out works of the UdhampurSrinagar-Baramulla BG Railway Link involving
an investment of `131.9 crore. The scope of
work in the project includes balance work of
cut slope stabilization including earthwork

in excavation and filling, sub-soil drainage
system, reinforced earth wall and other slope
support system for Sumber Station yard
(110.883 km) on Dharm-Qazigund section
of Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla New BG
Railway Link project.

o encourage investment in economic as
well as social infrastructure projects, the
government has approved the revamping
of the viability gap funding (VGF) scheme
envisaging an outlay of `8,100 crore. The
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA) has approved continuation and
revamping of the scheme for financial
support
to
public-private
partnerships
(PPPs) in infrastructure VGF scheme till
2024-25. Information and Broadcasting
Minister Prakash Javadekar informed that
the revamped scheme will provide financial
support to PPP projects in the infrastructure
sector spread over a period of five years
ending 2024-25. Of the total amount, `6,000
crore has been earmarked for PPP projects
in the economic infrastructure segment and
remaining `2,100 crore for social infrastructure
projects. Before this, VGF scheme was limited
to projects concerning economic infrastructure
and now the scheme will attract more PPP
projects and facilitate private investment in the
social sectors (health, education, wastewater,
solid waste management and water supply,
among others). Creation of new hospitals
and schools will create many opportunities to
boost employment generation.

The new scheme will have two components
including the sub-scheme-1 to cater to social
sectors such as wastewater treatment, water
supply, solid waste management, health and
education sectors, which often face bankability
issues on account of poor revenue streams
and eligible projects under the sub-scheme-1
should have at least 100% operational cost
recovery. The central government will provide
a maximum of 30% of the total project cost
(TPC) of the project as VGF and the State
government, sponsoring central ministry or
statutory entity may provide additional support
up to 30% of TPC. The sub-scheme-2 will
support demonstration or pilot social sectors
projects, which may be from the health and
education sectors where there is at least 50%
operational cost recovery. In such projects,
central and state governments together will
provide up to 80% of capital expenditure and up
to 50% of operation and maintenance (O&M)
costs for the first five years. The Centre will
provide a maximum of 40% of the TPC of the
project and also, it may provide a maximum of
25% of operational costs of the project in the
first five years of commercial operations. Under
the earlier VGF scheme, 64 projects were
accorded 'final approval' with a total project cost
of `34,228 crore and VGF of `5,639 crore.

FM announces measures to infuse liquidity in infra sector

T

he Union government has provided
another push to the infrastructure sector
by announcing measures that could infuse
liquidity in companies and lenders and has
relaxed earnest money deposit (EMD) and
performance security on government and
public sector tenders. It will also put in `6,000
crore as equity in the National Investment and
Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), which will be used
to create a debt platform for infrastructure
financing. FM Nirmala Sitharaman informed
that this platform will help NIIF provide a debt
of `1.1 trillion for infrastructure projects by
2025. In addition, `10,200 crore will be given
as direct support for infrastructure creation.
CARE Ratings said that the government
spoke of spending `25,000 crore on capital
expenses in the earlier stimulus, so the total
spending on this head would be around
`4.45 trillion. Another `3,000 crore has been
announced for financing projects set up by
Indian companies overseas. According to FM,
performance security on contracts has been

reduced to provide ease of doing business
and relief to contractors whose funds would
otherwise remain locked up. This will also
extend to ongoing contracts and public sector
enterprises. EMD for tenders will be replaced
by bid security declaration. The relaxations
in the General Financial Rules will be in
force till December 31, 2021. According to
Raghav Chandra, former chairman, National
Highways Authority of India, more companies
might not invest despite the liquidity infusion.
Infrastructure is necessary and spending has
to go up and it will also boost allied sectors,
like cement, steel and labour. He cautioned
that the quality of projects should not get
compromised because of lower guarantees.
The focus should be on reducing time lag in
project awards, which could address the issue
of guarantees. Shubham Jain, senior vicepresident and group head at ICRA, informed
that reduced performance bank guarantee
and no EMD will lead to savings for the
companies in terms of guarantees required.

Spenta Corporation launches affordable project in Mumbai

T

he Mumbai-based builder Spenta
Corporation has announced the launch
of a project in the mid-segment affordable
category at Chembur in Mumbai and is
developing it in association with the Sabari
Group of Mumbai. The proposed 26-storey
tower called Countdown X will comprise four
units on each floor with a carpet area ranging
from 345-362 sq ft for 1BHK and 463-537
sq ft for 2BHK apartments. It will have an
unobstructed view of the Bandra-Worli Sea
Link offering fully furnished homes starting
from `80 lakh to `99 lakh for 1BHK and 2BHK
respectively. The project is registered with the
Maharashtra Real Estate Regulatory Authority
(RERA) and possession will be given in
December 2024. Countdown X will offer
amenities like gymnasium, pool, banquet hall,
a meditation cabana, barbeque area and star
gazing podiums. Buyers will be provided with
all white goods like air conditioners, washing
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machines, refrigerators and microwaves
within their homes. Farshid Cooper, MD,
Spenta Corporation informed that in terms
of connectivity, the residential property
is located close to the Eastern Freeway
connecting South Mumbai to the suburbs
via the Santacruz-Chembur Link Road. The
upcoming metro line 2B will be an added
facility to the residents as it will reduce their
commuting time between central and western
suburbs.
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KfW approves `4,767-cr for
infra projects in Mumbai

T

he Frankfurt-based German state-owned
development bank KfW has approved two
loans worth over 545 million Euros amounting
to `4,767 crore to the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development Authority (MMRDA)
for infra development projects in Mumbai.
The funds are to be disbursed through an
agreement with India‘s Ministry of Finance
and will be invested to support two key mass
transit projects in Mumbai. These projects
are Metro line 4 from Wadala in central
Mumbai to Kasarvadavli in Thane and Metro
line 4A that extends to the connectivity from
Kasarvadavli to Gaimukh. The fully elevated
lines will have a total length of 34.82 km with
32 stations easing the distress of commuters
and providing a cleaner, less congested city. It
is also important to achieve financial closures
and provide all support to project authorities
like making the required land available,
without which projects can‘t be completed.
The credit package consists of a development
loan of 345 million Euros and a promotional
loan of 200 million Euros and the loans will
have tenure of ranging from 15 years to
20 years with a grace option of five years.
According to R. A. Rajeev, Commissioner
MMRDA, which is implementing the projects,
the approved funds will cover system
components for Mumbai‘s Metro Line 4 and
4A, footpaths and cycle routes surrounding
the stations to improve integration within the
transport system.

L&T turns L1 bidder for `4,997-cr Bridge in North East

L

arsen & Toubro (L&T) has emerged as
the lowest (L1) bidder for building India's
longest river bridge connecting Dhubri in
Assam to Phulbari in Meghalaya. The 19.3 km
long bridge will be built over the Brahmaputra
and will reduce travel distance by 203 km.
The company quoted a cost of `3,166 crore,
which is over `1,000 crore lower than the
amount quoted by other bidders. Expected to
be completed by 2026-27, the four-lane bridge
will be built along NH-127-B and is considered
to be strategic as it connects Assam and

Meghalaya with the rest of the nation. Currently,
those travelling across these states either
have to take Naranarayan bridge, which is a
huge inconvenience as it is 60 km upstream,
or alternatively, row across the river in small
boats, which can take about two-and-a-half
hours. The bridge was proposed five years ago
by the National Highways and Infrastructure
Development Corporation (NHIDCL). The total
cost of the project is expected to be `4,997.04
crore, which includes land acquisition and
resettlement cost worth `55.68 crore.

MoRTH floats tender for `611-cr highway

T

he Ministry of Road Transport & Highways
(MoRTH) has floated tender for road upgradation of the existing stretch to four-lane
with paved shoulder from 108.60 km to 144.00
km and 158.42 km to 173.30 km of NH-58 (old
NH-8) (Beawar-Gomti section) in Rajasthan
(Package-2) on EPC model, involving a
cost of `281.73 crore. The project includes
the balance works of rehabilitation and upgradation of Nakrekal to Nagarjunasagar
section of NH-565 to 2L+PS/4L from 1.000 km
to 86.057 km in Telangana on the EPC model.
This part of the work will entail an investment

of `329.33 crore. Both the projects will be
completed in 24 months with a combined
investment of `611.06 crore.

Chandigarh Baddi rail line back on track

T

he
construction
work
of
laying
Chandigarh-Baddi rail line, which was got
entangled in land acquisition hurdle, is all set
to start soon with the Haryana government
agreeing to transfer 77.73 hectares of land
to the railways. Chief Secretary, Haryana,
Vijai Vardhan informed that the land will
be transferred as soon as the acquisition
process is completed. The progress of the
projects of various ministries was reviewed
in detail and it was informed that the Railway
Ministry has completed all the formalities
for the Chandigarh-Baddi Railway Line in

consultation with the officers of Haryana
and Himachal Pradesh and the remaining
procedures will also be completed by both the
states as quickly as possible.

CMRL invites bids for
building underground
stations

C

hennai Metro Rail Ltd. (CMRL) has
invited bids to build 29 underground
stations of Chennai‘s new 45.81 km Line-3
which will connect Madhavaram and SIPCOT
in the 118.9 km Chennai Metro Phase 2
project. These stations of the line‘s 26.7 km
underground section between Madhavaram
Milk Colony and Taramani Road Junction
will be built through 5 civil packages, UG01 to UG-05, and financed by the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA). The
brief scope of each package indicates that the
contractor(s) will be responsible for the entire
civil work at 21 stations and partial civil work at
8 stations. Those 8 stations with partial work
and approximately 21 km long twin tunnels
(total 42 km) connecting all 29 stations will
be built as part of Packages TU-01 and TU02, and for that CMRL has received 8 bids (2
each) from Gulermak, Larsen & Toubro (L&T),
STEC-WH JV and Tata Projects (TPL). In
the Package UG-01, the Scope of the work
includes the construction of five underground
stations
at
Thapalpetti,
Moolakadai,
Sembiyam, Perambur Market and Perambur
Metro and Crossover at Sembiyam and
works other than diaphragm wall of two
underground stations at Madhavaram Milk
Colony and Murari. In the Package UG-02,
the scope of the work covers the construction
of four (04) underground stations at Otteri,
Pattalam, Perambur Barracks Road and
Kellys and works other than diaphragm wall
of two underground stations at Ayanavaram &
Puraisaiwakkam High Road cum Crossover
Box and will consist of civil work at 4 stations
and partial works at 2 stations.

CPR project of `2,470-cr gains momentum

T

he construction work on the first phase
of the Chennai Peripheral Road (CPR)
aimed at improving the connectivity of
container movement from southern industrial
districts to Ennore and Kattupuli, involving
an investment of `2,470 crore, is all set to
start shortly. The Central government and
the Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) have already signed an agreement to
fund the project. The land acquisition process
for the five-phase 133 km Peripheral Road is
in the final stages and once the project starts,

it is likely to be completed by 2024. The project
is expected to improve the connectivity in and
around Chennai by formulating the radial-ring
road network in collaboration with other ring
roads such as Inner Ring Road, the Chennai
Bypass and Outer Ring Road to provide
alternative routes for traffic as well as improve
the road network. It will also provide direct
access to Ennore Port and Kattupalli Port from
industrial clusters located in suburban areas
of Chennai Metropolitan Area to accelerate
industrial and economic growth.

Noida speeds up work on twin elevated corridors

T

he Noida authority has fast-tracked
the construction work on two major
infrastructural projects which are aimed to
ease traffic congestion at major intersections
in the city. The projects include a 5.96 kmlong Chilla elevated road from Sector 14 A
to Mahamaya flyover and the 5.5 km-long
Aghapur elevated road near Banghel. The
authority has deployed additional labour to
make up for the time lost due to lockdown and
their numbers would be doubled in upcoming
days to ensure work is carried out round-theclock in shifts. Once completed, the Chilla
flyover is likely to ease congestion on Noida
Expressway from sectors 14A and 15A and

Film City. The DSC road is likely to ease
congestion on Sector 37- Bhangel stretch and
NIPZ road to the industrial sectors of Greater
Noida. The authority is focused to complete
both the project by 2022 as it has already
completed a total of 1,094 Piles, 30 Pile Caps
and 15 Pier Castings for the 4.5 km BhangelNEPZ Elevated Road.
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CM launches `459-cr high-level canal in AP

Private players win coal blocks in mining auction

T

R

he CM of Andhra Pradesh has laid the
foundations to build the second phase
of Somasila high-level canal involving an
investment of `459 crore. The government
has set a three-year deadline to complete
the second phase which is expected to
provide irrigation water to about 50,000
acres and drinking water for 2.5 lakh people
in Atmakur and Udayagiri areas. With works
on the first phase of the Somasila project
nearing completion, industries minister

Mekapati Gautham Reddy exhorted the state
administration to initiate the second phase
works on a priority basis as the drought-hit
region has been waiting for water for several
decades. While the first phase is ready to
provide irrigation water for 45,000 acres and
drinking water for 2.5 lakh people, the second
phase would turn the entire upland into
canal-fed irrigation whereas the first phase of
Somasila project would cater to the needs of
Marripadu, Atmakur mandals in Atmakur.

YEIDA to develop two cities in Vrindavan, Agra along e-way

eal
estate,
infrastructure
and
pharmaceutical companies are among
the winners of India's first coal mine auctions
open to the private sector without restrictions
on end-use. Coal Minister, Pralhad Joshi
informed that coal production in India has
largely been restricted to state-run Coal
India Ltd and another smaller governmentcontrolled company, but the PM has opened
up the industry to the private sector this
year. Almost 65% (of) bidders were from the
'non-end user' category and removing enduse restrictions was the right move to help
diversify interest in coal mining. India, the
world's second-largest consumer, importer
and producer of coal, had offered a range of

financial incentives to attract investment, but
foreign firms have shunned the auctions and
only 19 of the 38 mines received valid bids. The
coal ministry said valid bids as a percentage
of all mines on offer were higher than what
was seen in the 10 auctions preceding the
latest and attributed it to "reforms" including
removal of end-use restrictions. The auctions
are conducted in two stages, the first of which
is the submission of a technical bid, evaluated
by the coal ministry. The bidders who qualify
then submit financial bids in which the detail
about the percentage of revenue would be
paid to the government. Final offers for 19
mines with an annual production capacity of
51 million tons ranged from 9.5% to 66.75%.

Gera realty launches new housing project

G

T

he Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (YEIDA) has
planned to develop two new cities — one
in Vrindavan and the other in Agra — along
the e-way stretching across 6,500 hectares.
CEO, YEIDA, Arun Vir Singh informed that
the state’s industry minister, Satish Mahana
has given a green signal to the proposals. The
city in Vrindavan will be developed across the
4,000-hectare area, while the one to come
up in Agra will spread across 2,500 hectares.
The nodal agency has also planned a heritage
corridor from Jewar, the site for an international
airport project, to Agra to promote cultural
tourism along the 165km-Yamuna Expressway.

After the review meeting, to evaluate the
progress of Noida International Greenfield
Airport at Jewar, the work on developing new
cities the work would commence shortly. The
YEIDA will start work on a detailed project
report (DPR) of the two cities and send it to the
state government for approval. The projects
will cater to housing needs in Vrindavan and
Agra and would give a boost to cultural tourism
under the heritage corridor. The cultural and
historic cities like Mathura, Vrindavan and Agra
are famous internationally and the agency
is committed to provide support so that the
tourists who visit Taj Mahal also extend their
visit to Mathura and Vrindavan.

era Developments has created an
innovative category in residential housing
with the launch of Staycation Homes at Gera‘s
World of Joy, Upper Kharadi in Pune. The
company‘s philosophy is Let‘s Outdo and
yet again, they have created a breakthrough
in innovation with the launch of Staycation
Homes. That is where Gera‘s Staycation
Homes as a concept resonate as it allows the
family to not just enjoy endless staycations but
also regale in the host of amenities the project
offers. Rohit Gera, MD, Gera Developments
informed that after recognizing the lifestyle
shift brought about by the pandemic this year,
the company has conceptualized Staycation
Homes which will appeal to customers and
also suit their buying appetite. Staycation
Homes housed at Gera‘s World of Joy are
right-sized studio apartments (carpet area 267

sq ft.) designed to suit the new normal lifestyle
and enjoy the world-class amenities offered by
Gera‘s World of Joy. It is offering these unique
homes starting at an all-inclusive price of `32.9
lakhs at an attractive scheme under which the
customer needs to pay only `2.9 lakhs and
government taxes at the time of booking and
complete the payment on possession.

Centre plans standard specifications for tier 2 & 3 cities

T

he Central government is planning to
approve national standard specifications
for Metro-Neo project – a no-frills, low-cost
urban rail transit system – for tier 2 and tier 3
cities. Dr Brijesh Dixit, MD, Maharashtra Metro
informed that Metro-Neo is a mass rapid transit
system providing low-cost, energy-efficient and
eco-friendly urban transport solution to cities.
Drawing traction power from overhead wires
Metro Neo will not run on track but on road.
Maharashtra has given a green signal for this
state-of-the-art Mass Rapid Transit System
(MRTS) for Nashik. The project requires an
investment of `2,100.6 crore and it is being

developed by the Maharashtra Metro Rail
Corporation (Maha Metro). Metro-Neo system is
a unique concept and it is being adopted for the
first time in this country, being ― comfortable,
rapid, energy-efficient and less noisy compared
to diesel buses plying on roads and environment
friendly. The length of electric bus coaches will
be 25/18 meter with carrying capacity 200 to 300
passengers. They will run on rubber tyres, not
tracks and the buses will be air-conditioned with
automatic door closing system, level boarding,
and passengers’ announcement system along
with passenger information system with an
electronic display.

Govt plans to ease norms for HAM model road projects

T

o make the hybrid annuity model
(HAM) model more attractive for the
concessionaire, the Union government has
planned to make the upfront construction
payment support to a highway project
concessionaire under the model in 10 tranches
against 5, subject to the overall ceiling of
40% of the project cost. The frequenting
of the instalments comes in the backdrop
of a declining share of the HAM model in
the overall highway project awards by the
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI).
From its peak of 55% in 2016-17, HAM's
share in overall projects awards by NHAI fell
to just 28% in 2019-20. Frequenting of the
instalments will help concessionaires to better
manage their working capital requirement.
The release of upfront payment during the
construction period will be linked to the physical
progress of the project. The first payment will
be released after 5% of the physical progress
is made and the second one after making 10%
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progress. The last instalment of 40% of the
project cost will be disbursed after achieving
90% of the physical progress. Under HAM,
the NHAI pays the developer the balance
60% of the project cost as annuity payments
over the operations period along with interest
thereon. Toll collection from the highway
projects developed under the HAM is the
responsibility of the authority. The remaining
(60%) bid project cost, adjusted for the price
index multiple, shall be due and payable in
30 biannual instalments commencing from
the 180th day of commercial operation date
(COD). Each of the biannual instalments
payable shall be paid along with interest, which
shall be due and payable on the reducing
balance of completion cost at an interest rate
equal to the average of one-year MCLR of top
five scheduled commercial banks plus 1.25%.
Earlier, it was linked to the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) bank rate plus 300 basis points.
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Hospitality gets industry
status in Maharashtra

HDFC injects `200-cr in real
estate project

S

T

tate cabinet minister Aaditya Thackeray
informed
that
the
Maharashtra
Government has granted industry status to
the hospitality sector and it is now eligible
for various benefits. An expert committee will
finalize norms for other establishments. Valsa
Nair, principal secretary, tourism department
informed that there are 110 hotels, ranging
between one to five stars, classified by the
ministry of tourism. To provide benefits to
them, the committee will suggest norms
which will be finalized by the state. Under
these norms, they will have to apply online
and after a field visit, the state will make the
final decision. With the industry status, eligible
hotels will be charged at industrial rates for
power supply, water supply, taxes and dues
instead of the commercial rates that are
currently applicable. For additional floor space
index (FSI), establishments will be charged at
industrial rates. The state is looking forward to
more global hotels coming up in Maharashtra,
with the state being the easiest to set up
business in and the friendlier to run the same.
In totality, all the facilities and incentives
applicable to industries will now be applicable
to the hospitality sector as well.

he Housing Development Finance
Company (HDFC) has extended `200
crore funding to realty developer DivyaSree
Infrastructure Projects for construction of a
part of the commercial project Technopolis in
Bengaluru. The non-banking finance company
will charge below 11% interest for the loan with
a total tenure of 48 months. The construction
finance loan is expected to be repaid in one
single bullet payment of `200 crore at the
end of 48 months from the date of the first
disbursement or earlier at the option to be
exercised by HDFC. The loan will be serviced
through monthly interest during this period.
The Bengaluru-based real estate developer
will be investing the funds for the construction
of nearly 1 million sq ft development spread
over 10 floors of Technopolis project. The
office building has been designed and is
being constructed as a built-to-suit project for
a specific customer. Technopolis is a 68-acre
mixed-use project with a total development
potential of 5.5 million sq ft, including
commercial office spaces, residential villas
and luxury apartments.

Kalpatru targets `350-cr real estate projects

R

eal estate builder, Kalpataru, which is
a part of diversified business house
Kalpataru group, has targeted to invest
Rs 350 crore in the next couple of years to
develop a premium housing project in Mumbai.
The company has already started the second
phase of its housing project ''Kalpataru
Vienta'' in Kandivali (East), Mumbai where it
will build more than 200 housing units on an
area stretching across 2.4 acres. Nearly 5
lakh sq ft area will be developed in the current
phase with prices for 2-BHK start at Rs 1.7
crore while for 3BHK it starts at Rs 2.4 crore
onwards. The first phase comprising over 170
units was launched in January 2020 as the
growing customer confidence has witnessed a
strong turnaround on the back of interest rate

NHAI unveils new link to Mumbai-Agra highway

T

he National Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) is all set to start construction work
for the six laning of 20-km stretch on MumbaiAgra highway from Gonde to Pimpri Sado
junction in Pune to cater to the increased
traffic on the stretch, said sources, adding that
the work is being started shortly as the junction
is being constructed at Pimpri Sado under
the Mumbai-Nagpur Samruddhi Mahamarg
project. It would help motorists access the
Samruddhi Mahamarg to move towards
Aurangabad and Nagpur and at the same
time, motorists from Nashik side heading
to Mumbai can also access the Samruddhi
Mahamarg from Pimpri Sado junction to reach
their destination faster. The Mumbai-Agra
highway, which is passing through Nashik, is

a six-lane stretch going up to Gonde, about
30 km from Nashik city while the Pimpri
Sado junction of the Samruddhi Mahamarg
is located just 20 km away from Gonde as
such, there would be increased traffic on this
stretch, said official sources.

Hiranandani launches Glen Ridge tower in Bangalore

H

ouse of Hiranandani has launched
Glen Ridge tower within its integrated
community at Hebbal, a 10-acre development
in North Bengaluru where the architectural
masterpiece located around a tech hub will
provide a holistic living experience to discerning
home buyers with its spacious apartments,
scintillating views, luxurious amenities amidst
a thriving community and serene ambience.
Prashin Jhobalia, VP, marketing strategy,
House of Hiranandani, said, adding that the
Glen Ridge tower offers an ideal opportunity
for home-buyers to own a distinguished and
a valuable asset at the most appropriate
pricing. The existing low interest rates make
it a suitable time to buy a property that will
not only elevate lifestyle, but also provide
assured returns on investment in near future.
The tower is dotted around with vast open
spaces and green landscape that are a result

of dedicatedly followed horticulture practices
within the township. The sustainable practices
followed in the form of water management and
waste management provides for conservation
of essential resources. Adherence to safety,
security, health and hygiene practices are of
utmost importance and are staunchly followed
within the township has proximity to all
necessary infrastructures and is in the vicinity
of large world-class tech parks, educational
and health care facilities, entertainment zones
and shopping centres.

softening, schemes and strong policy support
of the government for the homebuyer. With
average saving in the range of 8-10 per cent
for the homebuyer, prices have hit a historic
low, making this the best time to invest in real
estate, MD Parag Munot said.

MoRTH launches `1,621-cr road project in Chennai

T

he Union transport ministry has recently
launched the 10.01-km long elevated
highway from Uppilipalayam to Goldwins
on Avinashi Road in the city at a function at
Kalaivanar Arangam in Chennai recently. For
the project, which involved an investment of
Rs 1,621 crore, Union Home Ministry laid the
foundation stone of the mega project. The state
highways department would now carry out the
construction work in a phased manner, said
official sources, elaborating that the plan is to
implement the project on two stretches - from
Codissia to CITRA and Lakshmi Mills Junction

to Jail Road Junction - simultaneously in the
first phase. These are comparatively wider
stretches with less traffic flow. The project
involved the construction of 397 piers, each
of which would be buried five to six metres
deep underground. According to sources,
up and down ramps will be constructed at
Anna statue, Nava India, Hopes College and
airport as part of the project for which the
state administration has to acquire 25,000
square metres and the state agencies are on
the job to complete the process as quickly as
possible.
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TDI Infratech plans `100cr
project in Mohali

R

eal estate building player, TDI Infratech,
recently announced that it will invest
`100 crore to develop a commercial project
in Mohali on an area of over 1.38 acres with
a built up area of 1.5 lakh sq ft and will be
delivered by December 2022. The Delhibased builder further claimed that the project
will house retail, food and entertainment
spaces and that the project is an extended
part of TDI Smart City Mohali, Vimal
Monga, vice-president of sales and leasing
(commercial), claimed, adding that the project
will be completely a lease model project. TDI
Infratech’'s major projects include TDI City
Kundli, TDI City Panipat and TDI Smart City
Mohali, among others, he insisted.

Sadbhav secures LoA for
`1,572-cr road contracts

S

adbhav Engineering in a statement
announced that it has received a Letter
of Acceptance from the National Highway
Authority of India for two EPC road projects
involving an investment of Rs1,572 crore.
The first project amounting to Rs690.30cr will
have a length of 22 km for the construction of
four lanes expressway from Sardar Patel ring
road to SIndhrej Village of Ahmedabad district
from km 0 to km 22 of Ahmedabad-Dholera
Greenfield Alignment (NH-751). The project will
be completed on EPC mode under Bharatmala
Pariyojana in Gujarat with a construction period
of 24 months. The second project commanding
a length of 26.52km is also located in the same
state and has to be commissioned in 24 months
at a cost of Rs 882.00 crore and will require
the construction of four lanes expressway
from SIndhrej Village to Vejalka Village in
Ahmedabad district from km 22 to km 48.52
of Ahmedabad-Dholera Greenfield Alignment
(NH-751) in Gujarat on EPC model.

Govt. sanctions `12,434-cr for roads on China border

T

he Ministry of Home Affairs has recently
sanctioned Rs. 12,434.90 crore for
expediting construction of 32 roads on IndiaChina border under Phase-2 of the on-going
drive on this score. The proposal was stepped
up in the wake of the standoff with China
in eastern Ladakh. Phase-2 and Phase-3
construction was held-up due to delay in
security and environment clearances and
land acquisition issues, said ministry sources,
claiming that Border Roads Organisation,
Central Public Works Department and IndoTibetan Border Police have been engaged
to carry out construction work. The roads
connecting border outposts will come up in

Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Ladakh, Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand. For phase-3,
additional 50 roads have been proposed, with
road connectivity between the three phases
whereby BRO was entrusted with the task
of completing 61 border roads and the work
was completed on 29 such projects. It is
worth mentioning here that ITBP personnel
maintaining constant vigil along 3,488 km
of the India-China border and operates 180
outposts at altitudes ranging from 9,000 feet
to 18,750 feet in the western, middle and the
eastern sectors of the India-China border —
from Karakoram Pass in Ladakh to Jachep La
in Arunachal.

Delhi to build a 150-acre business park at Rani Khera

D

elhi State Industrial and Infrastructure
Development Corporation Ltd (DSIIDC),
the Delhi government’s controlled entity, has
recently announced the setting up of a hightech business park at Rani Khera on 150 acres
of land, the Chief Minister Office said in an
official statement, adding that the first phase
of the of the park will be completed by August
31, 2022. This business park, a first of its kind
in the national capital, will be located just 15
minutes from the Indira Gandhi international
airport and will have various IT services and
high-tech industry services. In this connection,
the CM directed that the first phase of the park
must be completed within the scheduled time
lines. Not just this, the industrial waste coming
out from the common effluent treatment plants

will be treated with modern technology and that
the park will have large size workspaces on
every floor and multipurpose business facilities
will be available and also the first phase of the
project will also house a multi-storey building
on an area of 15 lakh square feet.

Up pushes `36,410-cr
Ganga Expressway project

T

he state government in Uttar Pradesh is
all set to start the construction work on
the Rs 36,410-crore Ganga Expressway from
Meerut to Allahabad very shortly. The CM office
has directed the departments concerned to
work in "mission mode" to start the green field
project. The foundation stone for the 594-kmlong six-lane expressway, expandable to
eight-lane, would be laid shortly after the
on-going process of the land acquisition is
completed. An estimated Rs 9,255 crore
will be spent towards land acquisition, while
Rs 22,145 crore will go to civil works. The
highway will crisscross twelve districts of the
state including Meerut, Bulandshahr, Hapur,
Amroha, Sambhal, Badaun, Shahjahanpur,
Hardoi, Unnao, Raebareli, Pratapgarh and
Allahabad. The state government has also
decided to set up industrial clusters along the
expressway. In regard to financing the project,
the state government has received scores
of foreign proposals, besides offers from the
domestic as well as multilateral banks

ECoR inks MoU for building `436-cr ROBs in Odisha

I

n order to ensure hassle free, safe and
smooth movement of train traffic on its
network, East Coast Railway (ECoR) recently
signed MoU with Telecommunications
Consultants India Ltd (TCIL) for construction
of six Road Over Bridges (ROBs) in Odisha at
an investment of Rs 436.87 crore, said official
sources, claiming that ROBs, Road Under
Bridges (RUBs) and Limited Height Subways
are being constructed by abolishing Level
Crossing Gates to achieve the goal of safety.
The six ROBs are proposed to be constructed
between Ranital-Jenapur Railway Stations of
Ranital-Cuttack Railway Section under Khurda

8 					

Road Division of ECoR in Howrah-Chennai
Main line, Anil Kumar, General Manager, TCIL
and Brijesh Mishra, Chief General Engineer
of ECoR inked the pact in the presence
of Narottam Singh Uikey, Principal Chief
Engineer of ECoR. The ROBs scheduled
to be constructed are between Ranital and
Bhadrak Stations, between Kenduapada
& Manjuri Road Stations, Manjuri Road &
Baitarani Road, Baitarani Road & Korai Halt
Stations, Jajpur Keonjhar Road & Jakhapura
Stations and also between Jakhapura and
Jenapur Stations over Khurda Road Division.
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