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Govt. sanctions `12,434-cr for roads bordering China

T

UP to start work on `36,410cr Ganga e-way project

T

he Uttar Pradesh government is all set
to start the construction work on the
Meerut- Allahabad Ganga Expressway project
involving an investment of `36,410-crore.
The CM office has directed the departments
concerned to work in "mission mode" to start
the greenfield project as quickly as possible.
The foundation stone for the 594-km-long
six-lane expressway, expandable to eightlane, would be laid shortly after the on-going
process of land acquisition is completed. An
estimated `9,255 crore will be spent towards
land acquisition, while `22,145 crore will go to
carry out civil works on the mega project. The
highway will crisscross twelve districts of the
state including Meerut, Bulandshahr, Hapur,
Amroha, Sambhal, Badaun, Shahjahanpur,
Hardoi, Unnao, Raebareli, Pratapgarh and
Allahabad. The state government has also
decided to set up industrial clusters along
the expressway. In regards to financing the
project, the state government has received
foreign proposals besides the offers from
domestic and multilateral banks.

Hiranandani Group launches
`6,000-cr Data Centre Park

H

iranandani
Group's
wholly-owned
subsidiary, Yotta Infrastructure, has laid
the foundation of 20-acre Delhi NCR data
Centre Park in Greater Noida involving an
investment of `6,000 to `7000 crore. The
park will consist of six interconnected data
centre buildings, which will offer 30,000 racks
capacity and require 200 MW of power. The
state's biggest success is in creating an
environment through its Business Reform
Action Plan, where new investors coming to
UP feel assured. UP government has moved
up in the ease of doing business ranking
over the past few years and is at number two
in the country today. The state government
and administration will extend all support,
during and after the construction of this data
centre park. In July, Yotta had launched a
`1,100-crore facility in the outskirts of the
financial capital, adjacent to its upcoming
realty project, and announced an intention to
invest over `15,000 crore over the next decade
in the business. Hiranandani Group founder
and Chairman Niranjan Hiranandani and
Group CEO Darshan Hiranandani attended
the ceremony virtually. Competition in the data
centre business is getting intense, with new
players increasingly joining the bandwagon.

he Ministry of Home Affairs has
sanctioned
`12,434.90
crore
for
expediting the construction of 32 roads on
the India-China border under Phase-2. The
proposal was stepped up in the wake of
the standoff with China in eastern Ladakh.
The construction work on the Phase-2 and
Phase-3 was held-up due to delay in security,
environment clearances and land acquisition
issues. Border Roads Organisation, Central
Public Works Department and Indo-Tibetan
Border Police have been engaged to carry out
the construction work. The roads connecting
border outposts will come up in Arunachal

Pradesh, Sikkim, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand. For phase-3, additional
50 roads have been proposed, with road
connectivity between the three phases. BRO
has been entrusted with the task of completing
61 border roads and the work was completed
on 29 such projects. ITBP personnel maintain
constant vigil along 3,488 km of the IndiaChina border and operates 180 outposts at
altitudes ranging from 9,000 feet to 18,750
feet in the western, middle and the eastern
sectors of the India-China border — from
Karakoram Pass in Ladakh to Jachep La in
Arunachal.

Railway secures all clearances for 508-km bullet train project
crore in Gujarat for the ambitious project
covering 325 km length of the viaduct and five
stations. The initial deadline to complete the
ambitious project was December 2023. The
bullet trains are expected to run at 350 km
per hour covering the 508-km stretch in about
two hours. In comparison, trains currently
take over seven hours to travel the distance,
whereas flights take about an hour.

NHAI invites bids for
`17,000-cr BengaluruChennai expressway

T

he NHAI has invited bids for one
package of the 263-km BengaluruChennai Expressway. The work on this
four-lane expressway project, which
will provide high-speed and seamless
connectivity to two logistics parks in
Bengaluru and Chennai, is all set to start
shortly. The project has been divided
into 10 packages, three each in Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka and four in
Tamil Nadu. After completion, smaller
vehicles can travel between Chennai
and Bengaluru in less than two-and-ahalf hours. Road transport and highways
minister Nitin Gadkari informed that
NHAI has set March 2024 the deadline
to make this stretch operational at an
investment of `17,000 crore. NHAI
has set strict timelines for the award
of contracts and the implementation of
all the 23 expressways and greenfield
highway projects already finalized by
the transport ministry.

T

he Indian Railways has got all the
requisite wildlife, forestry and coastal
regulation zone clearances in Gujarat and
Maharashtra for the 508-km long AhmedabadMumbai High-Speed Rail Corridor. Railway
Board Chairman and CEO, V.K. Yadav,
informed that, of the 1,651 utilities, 1,070 have
already been shifted for the High-Speed Train
Corridor and the railways has also got 67% of
the land required for the Bullet train project.
In Gujarat, 825 hectares out of 956 hectares
have been acquired, which is 86%. While
in Maharashtra, 97 hectares, out of the 432
hectares of land has been acquired, which is
only 22% of the total land required and sevenhectare out of eight-hectare land has been
acquired in Dadra and Nagar Haveli. Railways
has already awarded contracts worth `32,000

NHAI unveils `1,300-cr
Aroor-Thuravur elevated
highway

N

HAI is all set to start construction work on the
six-lane 15-km-long Aroor-Thuravur stretch
on the 220-km Kozhikode (Ramanattukara)Thuravur stretch that the nodal agency has
decided to build at an investment of `1,300
crore in Kerala. The proposal was mooted
by the NHAI considering the high cost of land
acquisition on the stretch, which is heavily built
up on either side. The tender has been floated
to prepare the DPR. The stretch is currently
used by over 40,000 PCUs every day, and the
number of vehicles is going up, for which at least
a six-lane highway, flanked by service roads is
needed. This will lessen commuting time from
Kozhikode to Kochi from six hours to three
hours. Besides, it will reduce accidents, fuel
consumption, and pollution.
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MoRTH launches `1,621-cr elevated road in Chennai

T

he Union transport minister has laid the
foundation stone for the 10.01-km long
elevated highway from Uppilipalayam to
Goldwins on Avinashi Road in the city at a
function at Kalaivanar Arangam in Chennai.
For the project, involving an investment of

`1,621 crore, the state highways department
will carry out the construction work in a phased
manner. The plan is to implement the project
on two stretches - from Codissia to CITRA
and Lakshmi Mills Junction to Jail Road
Junction - simultaneously in the first phase.
These are comparatively wider stretches with
less traffic flow where the project involves the
construction of 397 piers, each of which would
be five to six metres deep underground. The
up and down ramps will be constructed at
Anna statue, Nava India, Hopes College and
airport as part of the project for which the state
administration has to acquire 25,000 square
metres.

UP takes up `751-cr Lucknow-Kanpur road project

T

he construction work on the LucknowKanpur greenfield expressway, involving
an investment of `751 crore, is all set to
start. Home Minister Rajnath Singh, MP
from Lucknow, informed that next year, on
December 25, the birth anniversary of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, vehicles will start plying
seamlessly on the Kisan Path and Lucknow
to Kanpur will become a 45-minute drive. The
construction of the cloverleaf interchange,
which will connect the Outer Ring Road and
Purvanchal Expressway, will be completed
by 2022. Likewise, the Outer Ring Road near
Kakori will be directly connected to the Agra
Expressway. The erection of the 11-km long
Kisan Path is slated to start at the end of this

T

C

apitaLand has secured its first three
green loans in India, of around `1,700
crore, from DBS Bank India Limited (DBS) and
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation
Limited India (HSBC India). Proceeds from
the loans will be invested to finance the
development of its green-certified International
Tech Parks across Chennai, Gurgaon and
Pune. Vinamra Srivastava, CEO, Business
Parks, CapitaLand India, informed that securing
the first green loans in India demonstrates
CapitaLand's commitment to grow its business
responsibly as it creates a long-term value
for stakeholders. CapitaLand aims to develop
greener buildings while continuing to contribute
to the environmental and social well-being of
communities. The four-and-a-half-year `625

crore (S$118.8 million1) and three-year `425
crore (S$80.8 million1) green loans provided by
DBS will be used to finance the development of
Phase 1 of the International Tech Park Chennai,
Radial Road and Phase 1 of International Tech
Park Gurgaon respectively. The four-year `650
crore (S$123.5 million1) green loan of HSBC
India will be used to finance the development
of International Tech Park Pune, Kharadi.
Chew Chong Lim, MD & Global Head of Real
Estate, Institutional Banking, DBS India, said
that sustainable financing in the real estate
sector will continue to gain prominence in Asia,
and DBS looks forward to collaborating with its
customers in developing responsible financing
solutions to meet the sustainability challenges
ahead.

MahaMetro hastens work on underground Aqua-Line stretch

W

year. After completion, this stretch will have
around 42,000 vehicles passing through it
as PWD is also building a 2-km long service
lane at the cost of `24 crore. After the flyover
is built, this road will still be accessible for
local vehicles and NHAI is further planning
to construct a road from there towards Rae
Bareilly Road.

Kerala clears `9,213-cr six lanes Kochi-Theni highway
he Kerala government is all set to widen
the existing four lanes Kochi-Theni
national highway into six lanes at a cost of
`9,213 crore. The state has shelved the idea
of extending the stretch into eight lanes but
it can be widened into six-lane by making
optimal use of available space on service
roads and medians. Kochi-Theni NH in totality
is 120 km of the 160-km-long Kochi-Theni
NH-85 stretch is in Kerala. The alignment to

CapitaLand secures `1,700-cr funds for building Tech Parks

develop the corridor into a four-lane stretch, is
currently awaiting approval from the NHAI. It
will pass through areas frozen three decades
ago for the Thripunithura Bypass, where four
of the total 16 hectares land needed have
been acquired. It will bypass Munnar to avoid
high ranges but will, however, considerably
lessen travel time from Kochi to Munnar since
a link road will take off to the tourist locale
from the highway.

orkers from Dogus-Soma JV recommissioned their second tunnel
boring machine (TBM) 1239 from Science
Museum Station's southern-end towards
Mahalaxmi Station for Mumbai Metro's 33.5
km long underground Line-3 (Aqua Line). This
6.65m Robbins slurry machine, nicknamed
Tansa 2, had achieved a breakthrough at
Worli Station in March 2020 from Science
Museum Station after a 2057 meter journey
for building the down-line tunnel to record
the second out of 6 planned for package
UGC-03 (Worli – Mumbai Central). After that,
its cutter head and shields – weighing 480

MT – were retrieved as one complete unit in
August, transported through the city's streets,
and lowered back into Science Museum in
September. Recently, the TBM began its
second assignment to build the 1118m upline tunnel towards Mahalaxmi Station from
where it will be dragged to the station box's
southern-end and re-commissioned onwards
to Mumbai Central Station for its final 837m
assignment. Its sister machine TBM 1238
(Tansa-1), which was re-commissioned in
September for the parallel down-line tunnel,
has since built 74 rings (approx. 103 meters)
towards Mahalaxmi Station.

MoRTH launches `4,127-cr highway in Nagaland

U

nion minister Nitin Gadkari has laid
the foundation stone for `4,127-crore
highway projects in Nagaland in a virtual
ceremony. The national highway projects
requires a total length of 270 km. The projects
include providing alternate access from
Imphal to Dimapur and connect Kohima to the
Phek district and Myanmar border, besides
improving transportation facilities between
Dimapur and other districts of the state.
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Centre clears more funds
for `15,000-cr ring road in
Patna
Bihar‘s State road construction department‘s
(RDC) bid to build an outer ring road around
the capital city got yet another booster after
the Centre agreed to bear the cost for the
acquisition of land required to build a 14km long four-lane road from Ram Nagar to
Kachhi Dargah. This was a crucial stretch
of the 130-km-long ring road project, being
executed at the cost of `15,000 crore, for
which the RDC was looking for financial
support to go ahead with the mega project.
While the Central government has decided
to bear the civil cost of the entire project, the
State government is supposed to bear the
expenses for land acquisition. The Centre
had agreed to spend `800- `1000 crore on
purchasing the land from farmers and other
agencies. As this is a green field project, the
farmers need to be taken into confidence for
selling their land as per the prevalent land
acquisition act. The NHAI has already started
the process of building 39-km long, four/six
lane road between Kanhauli in Bihta and Ram
Nagar costing `823 crore in southern Patna,
which will be the first phase of the ring road
project, which has been sanctioned under the
PM‘s special package to Bihar in 2014.

Bangalore sets to get `120-cr new corridor

T

o ensure smooth movement of vehicular
traffic in and around the city, state
government In Karnataka has planned to
build a new signal-free road corridor linking
West of Chord Road and Outer Ring Road
at Mahalakshmi Layout in Bangalore at an
investment of `120 crore. The project will have
three flyovers and an underpass over a 2.9-km
stretch for which the civic body is finalizing the
Detailed Project Report (DPR) and is floating
tenders. B.S. Prahlad, Chief Engineer, Road
Infrastructure, Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP), said that the project will be
fast-tracked on a priority basis. Bengaluru has

developed in concentric circles, with several
parallel roads circling it, which are connected
with radial roads like spokes in a wheel. West
of Chord Road and Outer Ring Road are two
such key arterial roads connected at two
points – Shanimahatma temple junction and
Goraguntepalya junction – 10 km apart. Those
living between these points, including people
in key residential areas like Rajajinagar and
Malleswaram, have to travel all the way to
these two points to connect to ORR and to
avoid this detour the authorities are building
a signal-free corridor at the midpoint of these
two ends near Mahalakshmi Layout.

NHSRCL floats tenders for Delhi-Amritsar corridor

T

he National High-Speed Rail Corporation

the railways' efforts to boost 'Aatmanirbhar

Limited (NHSRCL) has invited online

Bharat'. Chairman and CEO, Railway

open tenders from for alignment design

Board V K Yadav said that most of the high

including aerial LiDAR survey and other

value technical work like laying of bridges

infrastructure works for 459-km long Delhi-

and tunnels will be handled by Indian

Amritsar high speed rail corridor project. The

contractors, while Japanese firms will

last date for the submission of the bids is 28

handle works related to signaling, telecom

December 2020 and the bids will be opened

and rolling stock. Of the estimated cost of

on 29 December 2020. Meanwhile, seventy-

`1.10 lakh crore for the 508-km-long high-

two per cent of contracts of the bullet train

speed rail corridor project, `88,000 crore

project between Mumbai and Ahmedabad will

will be given to India as loan by Japan

be undertaken by domestic firms as part of

International Cooperation Agency (JICA).
After a very detailed discussion with the

DMRC takes up consultancy task of metro expansion

T

he Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC)
has agreed to provide consultation to the
Noida Metro Rail Corporation (NMRC) for
the expansion of Noida-Greater Noida metro
corridor. An agreement has been signed
between the two agencies. The NMRC already
operates the Aqua Line over a 29.07-km
distance between Noida and Greater Noida
in Gautam Buddh Nagar in western Uttar
Pradesh and is planning a new 9- km corridor
between the twin cities. As per the agreement,
the NMRC will be engaging the DMRC for
the services as General Consultants (GC)/
Project Management Consultants (PMC) for
its Phase-II project from Noida Sector-51 to
Greater Noida Sector-2. The pact was signed
by NMRC's Executive Director Praveen Mishra
and DMRC's Director (Business Development)

P K Garg and also NMRC Managing Director
Ritu Maheshwari and her DMRC counterpart
Mangu Singh. The Phase-II project of NMRC will
be an extension of the Aqua Line with a length
of 9.605-km consisting of five elevated stations
namely -- Noida Sector-122, Noida Sector-123,
Greater Noida Sector-4, Ecotech-12 and
Greater Noida Sector-2. The agreement will
be for a period of five years during which the
DMRC will assist and guide the NMRC in
preparation of complete bid documents for
various system packages, contract award
process, managements of system contracts
and proper integration of all new line systems
with the existing Aqua Line Metro systems. The
DMRC will also give suggestions to the NMRC
in ―value engineering and cost optimization for
all work contracts along with ―proof checking
and approval of designs submitted by NMRC's
appointed DDC for Civil and E&M contracts
works. DMRC will also be responsible for
construction supervision and Independent
Quality and Safety Monitoring (IQSM) of all
contract packages (Civil, E&M, and System
Contracts), besides testing and commissioning
of the entire systems works and equipment and
guiding for regulatory clearances for systems
contracts.

Japanese government, the board has made
72 per cent of the entire contract value open
to Indian contractors which includes all civil
engineering work including bridges, undersea tunnel related contracts, whereas
contracts for Japanese contractors are only
limited to signal and telecom, initial rolling
stock and electrical works.

PNB infuses `500-cr in
Purvanchal expressway

P

unjab National Bank, heading the
consortium of banks for funding the
Gorakhpur link expressway with Purvanchal
expressway, has delivered sanction letter
of `500 crore to the UP-expressway
development authority (UPEIDA). The cost
of the link expressway is `2,300 crore and
against the project cost the consortium has
so far approved credit of `2,250 crore to
the UPEIDA. The UP cabinet has already
granted its approval for the creation of the
bank consortium. The other member banks
of the consortium are Bank of Maharashtra,
Union Bank of India and Canara Bank.
CEO of UPEIDA Awanish Awasthi said that
the total loan of `2,250 crore provided by
the consortium of banks will be utilized by
the authority in next three years as per the
requirement. He said all the member banks of
the consortium have also agreed to waive off
the upfront and processing fee for the loan. He
said the repayment of the loan will be made by
the authority in next 15 years in 48 quarterly
installments. The link expressway will link
Gorakhpur with the national capital Delhi
through the Purvanchal expressway. The
expressway is being constructed by the UP
expressway industrial development authority
(UPEIDA). The Gorakhpur link expressway
project will commence from NH 27 near
Jaitpur village in Gorakhpur and passing
through Sant Kabir Nagar and Ambedkar
nagar will link with the Purvanchal expressway
at Azamgarh. There will be two toll plaza,
three ramp plaza, seven flyovers, 16 vehicular
underpass, 35 pedestrian underpass, seven
major bridges and 27 small bridges are also
to be constructed.

Ashwin Sheth in JV unveils `650-cr mall in Nagpur

R

eal estate builder, Ashwin Sheth Group
has entered into a joint venture with
Nagpur-based Sethi Group to develop 1
million sq ft mall at Viviana, Nagpur in the city‘s
south western region near Pratap Nagar. The
entire project, which involves an investment
of `650 crore, includes land‘s valuation and
construction cost. The land parcel is owned by
Sethi Group on which other than various retail
sub-segments, there will also be substantial
space dedicated for entertainment and food
& beverage sections as it is located in an
up-market commercial street in the western
region of Nagpur. The strategic move comes

in to consolidate Ashwin Sheth Group‘s
portfolio and recreate retail success story in
Viviana at Nagpur as well, said Ashwin Sheth,
Chairman, Ashwin Sheth Group. The proposed
largest retail space of the city will be in the
neighborhood of the areas of Ramdaspeth,
Dharampeth, Dhantoli, Pratap Nagar, Shivaji
Nagar and Laxmi Nagar. This will be the first
large scale retail development in Nagpur
where the partners intend to house the best
global brands under one roof and become the
entry point for many premium national and
international brands in the city, said Aman
Sethi, Managing Director, Sethi Group.
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NHSRC invites bids for conducting ridership survey

MUDA announces 6,000 flats on ring road

N

M

ational High-Speed Rail Corporation
Limited (NHSRCL) has invited bids for
conducting a ridership study and carrying
out survey work to prepare a Detailed
Project Report for 2,365 km of new HighSpeed Rail lines. The move is being seen
as a very revolutionary step towards the
future of High-Speed rails in India and will
also revolutionize the way and design of the
entire public transit system of the country.
The scope of the work includes carrying out
Ridership Study (Traffic Study) for DPR of
various HSR corridors with a deadline of 180
days under the first bid. Under the second bid,

the scope of the work includes data collection
and associated survey works for DPR of
various HSR corridors which is approximately
2,365 km long with a deadline of 180 days.
Currently, Mumbai–Ahmedabad High-Speed
Rail Corridor is under-construction connecting
the cities of Ahmedabad and Mumbai. A
major development in the matter is that the
Indian Railways has got all the requisite
wildlife, forestry and coastal regulation zone
clearances in Gujarat and Maharashtra for
the 508-km Ahmedabad-Mumbai High-Speed
Rail Corridor, Railway Board Chairman and
CEO, VK Yadav said.

Lubrizol rolls out investment plans for transportation
lubricants in India

L

ubrizol Corporation has rolled out ambitious
plans to invest in transportation lubricants,
water management systems and health and
hygiene segments in India. Vince Misiti,
general manager, TempRite Engineered
Polymers, Lubrizol, informed that the company
is very bullish on the growth of the Indian
market and their first priority is to win in India.
In the chlorinated polyvinyl chloride (CPVC)
sector itself, India continues to expand and
the company believes it's going to be a bright
future for India. Lubrizol, a Berkshire Hathaway
subsidiary with revenues close to $7 billion, had
in October signed a definitive agreement with
Aditya Birla Group's flagship to manufacture
CPVC resin at Grasim's Chlor-alkali plant in
Gujarat. This special type of polymer material
is widely used in hot and cold water pipes.
The company has already had a marketfacing approach with Ashirvad (Ashirvad
Pipes) and Prince (Prince Pipes and Fittings);
now with Grasim and has touched the back-

end approach too. He said the project will be
implemented in phases and the first phase
will be completed at the end of 2022. The
partnership will cater to the cold and hot water
pipe segment to start with and after that, the
company hopes to move into other areas such
as water management chain and coating for
the transportation segment. Whether it is in the
water management chain or water purification
or other areas of clean and healthy water being
brought to Indian people and it believes that's
a key sector for India where Lubrizol can play
a huge role. Lubrizol has a $50-million (`325
crore) CPVC compounding plant in Dahej that
commenced operations in 2016. The plant
has the capacity to produce nearly 55,000
tons of compounds annually. This was part of
the $200-million (`1,300 crore) investment the
company announced in 2013, which included
the opening up of a resin manufacturing plant
at Rayong, Thailand and an expansion facility
at Louisville, Kentucky and USA.

ysuru Urban Development Authority
(MUDA) has decided to build 6,000 flats
near the ring road. Commissioner Natesh
said that MUDA has identified three locations
along the ring road for building apartments.
The authority will build 2,000 houses at each
location, consisting of single, two-bed and
three-bed room flats. The objective of the
project is to provide good quality flats with all
facilities at affordable rates to the people and
the project is all set to start in the next couple

of months. The top brass of MUDA will visit the
site where Bangalore Development Authority
has built such projects before finalizing
a detailed plan to build similar housing
complexes in Mysuru. MUDA chairperson H
V Rajeev said revealing that there were long
pending proposals to build apartments in
Mysuru but people of the city were skeptical
about such high-rise buildings but the
authority has to go vertical for matching the
housing requirement in the city.

IKEA gets 3,300 sq mt land parcel for commercial complex in Noida

S

wedish furniture giant IKEA is all set to
start work on its store-cum-commercial
complex in Noida, with the Authority finally
agreeing to give 3,300 sqm land parcel
adjacent to the company's plot in Sector 51.
IKEA will have to develop a rotary on the plot
and keep it open for public use. The decision
was taken at the Authority's board meeting
and as a temporary measure, the furniture
major has been given permission to create
access to its land parcel through the children's
park that is located on the west side of the
plot. The company informed that large trailers
and heavy vehicles will be required during the
construction work and due to the presence of
metro stations and walls on the north and east
sides of their plot, access was needed. IKEA

had sealed a pact with the UP government
two years ago, but the deal did not make
headway overpayments of the land cost
and recently UP industries minister, Satish
Mahana, announced that all land issues had
been resolved for the furniture major to start
work on its Noida project, the largest of its
kind in Delhi-NCR. IKEA opened its first Indian
store in Hyderabad in 2018.

Godrej plans 18-acre real estate project in Bangalore

G

odrej Properties has entered
into an outright transaction
to purchase a well located 18acre land parcel in Whitefield,
Bangalore. Executive Chairman of
Godrej Properties, Pirojsha Godrej,
informed that the new project will
offer 0.22 million square meters (2.4
million square feet) of saleable area
comprising primarily of residential
apartments
of
various
configurations.
Whitefield is the largest commercial and
residential real estate market in Bangalore
and this land parcel is ideally located near
the proposed metro line connecting Whitefield
to Hopefarm Junction. The site offers a well-

developed social and civic infrastructure with
multiple schools, hospitals, retail, residential,
and commercial spaces in close proximity.
Bangalore is a key market for the company
and this project fits well with its strategy of
deepening presence across the country's
leading real estate markets.

L&T wins 90 units mining equipment orders from coal,
cement sectors

L

arsen and Toubro has secured multiple
orders to supply 90 units of Komatsu
Mining Equipment to Coal India's subsidiaries,
leading Infra companies engaged with the
Coal sector and customers from the Cement
and Iron Ore sectors. These orders are
for the supply of 66 units of Komatsu 100
Ton and 60 Ton Dump Trucks, 15 units of
Komatsu Wheel Loaders, 7 units of Komatsu
Hydraulic Excavators and allied equipment.
The scope includes the supply of equipment
and maintenance contracts for supporting
operations over three to four years. S.N.
Subrahmanyan, MD & CEO of L&T, informed
that the company is delighted to receive these
orders from the valuable customers, across
various sectors, which is a strong indication of
the revival taking place in the mining industry.
While Arvind K Garg, Executive Vice President
& Head - Construction & Mining Machinery
Business, L&T, said that these orders reaffirm
the confidence of the customers in Komatsu's
superior technology, emphasis on safety and
L&T's long-term commitment in after-sales
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service for the mining industry. The business
has also won a prestigious order to supply
46 units of Komatsu Mining Equipment from
Tata Steel, comprising 41 units of Komatsu
HD785-7 (100 Ton Dump Truck), three units
of Komatsu WA900-3E0 (9 Cum Wheel
Loader) and two units of Komatsu D275A-5R
(410HP Crawler Dozer). Its comprehensive
range of world-class equipment matches
global performance standards. The business
is engaged in the distribution and support of
equipment such as Hydraulic Excavators,
Rear Dump Trucks, Crawler Dozers, Wheel
Loaders, WheelDozers, Motor Graders,
Heavy Tippers, Surface Miners and Skid Steer
Loaders.
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Zurich AG finalizes master plan for Jewar airport
To build the international airport project
on a fast-track basis, Zurich AG, the
concessionaire appointed to develop and
operate the Jewar international airport, has
finalized and submitted its master plan to
Noida International Airport Limited (NIAL).
Special purpose vehicle, set up to build
the mega aviation project, will go through
the plan and also get it vetted by regulatory
bodies as well as the Union civil aviation
ministry before unveiling the same next year.
Having signed the concession agreement
with NIAL, Zurich AG was given time up to
December 6 to submit its master plan and
design. Yamuna International Airport Pvt Ltd,
a 100% subsidiary of Zurich AG, shared the
master plan outlining the development of the
airport for which the company will bring in
capital investments worth over `5,000 crore.

T

Arun Vir Singh, CEO of NIAL, informed that
the master plan will be forwarded to Union
ministry of civil aviation, directorate general
of civil aviation and Airports Authority of India
for further examination and vetting. Once the
regulatory bodies and the ministry go through
the submissions and provide their feedback to
NIAL, Zurich AG will be given the green signal
to go ahead with the project.

Tekla Structures designs constructible BIM Software

P

une Metro's Mangalwar Peth station is
all set to wear a unique Mavala Pagadi
look on its completion, thanks to advanced
structural designs generated using the world's
leading constructible BIM software. Tekla
Structures is the flagship construction software
of the global construction technology leader
Trimble Mangalwar Peth is one of the seven
elevated stations on the Pune Metro's Vanaaj to
Ramvadi line. All stations on this line will feature
unique and iconic looks that are designed
to pay homage to the cultural heritage of the
city. The Mangalwar Peth Metro station has
been designed to draw inspiration from the
appearance of a Mavala Pagadi - a type of turban
which symbolizes honour and is a significant

Maharashtra pushes `1,000-cr flyover project in Nashik

part of the Maharashtrian culture. Pune-based
Telge Projects was awarded the project for
designing and engineering the steel structure of
the metro station during the lockdown. Vrajesh
Lad, team leader at Telge Projects, informed
that with the central government mandating
BIM for all important projects constructed in
the country and considering the complexities
of the structure, it selected Tekla for super
accurate and constructible models. Regional
Director, Trimble Solutions, India and the
Middle East, Paul Wallet said that executing
such an ambitious project successfully within
such tight timelines and in the middle of a global
pandemic and shutdown clearly demanded the
best in design and engineering prowess.

IFC-Aavas Financiers inks low-cost housing pact

he
Maharashtra
government
has
recommended to the Centre to include
the 6-km long flyover from Datta Mandir
to Dwarka Circle in Nashik under the
Bharatmala project. The project, involving
an investment of `1000 crore, is beyond the
financial capability of the local public works
department and NHAI is also hesitant to take
up its construction as the stretch where the
flyover is proposed to be constructed forms
a missing length between the Mumbai-Agra
Highway (NH 03) and Nashik-Pune Highway
(NH 50). The Union transport minister has
assured locals to decongest the traffic

between the two highways in Nashik city.
Commuters on the Pune road, which is the
stretch between Nashik Road and Dwarka
in the city, would be relieved as vehicular
traffic on this road is increasing by the day.
Given the chaotic situation on this stretch,
the local authorities have set up road signals
at Dwarka, Pournima bus stop, Vijay Mamta
junction, and Datta Mandir among others. The
local PWD has handed over the project to the
NHAI due to its higher cost but now the state
has recommended to the Centre to include
the project in the Bharatmala project, which is
funded by the Centre.

Shapoorji Pallonji pushes co-living realty projects in Maharashtra

S

hapoorji Pallonji Real Estate has planned
to foray into diversified portfolios and
capitalize on an alternative asset class
targeted at millennials relying on renting
instead of owning homes. The group firm,
which builds luxury to mid-income homes,
will build the co-living projects in Pune and
Mumbai Metropolitan Region. CEO, Venkatesh
Gopalkrishnan, informed that the company will
start these housing projects in a measured but
serious manner as an offshoot of its existing
projects. Over the next decade, there will be a
huge potential because of the demographics,

increased pace of working from home and rising
spent on education, and there are not many
organized players. In the mid-to-long term, it
has to be rolled out as a separate business
and partnered with an investor to scale up.
The Mumbai-based company ranks among a
handful of mainstream real estate developers
who have ventured into the co-living space,
dominated by investor-backed startups. Earlier
this year, Bengaluru-based real estate firm
Embassy Group launched co-living business
Olive by Embassy group, targeting a growing,
young working population in metros.

Ahluwalia Contracts secures `533-cr construction contract

A

hluwalia Contracts (India) has secured an order
of around `533.90 crore for the redevelopment of
Lokmanya Tilak Municipal General (LTMG) Hospital,
Mumbai. It will redevelop F/N Ward of this public sector
hospital and also construct the nursing college and RMO
residence building, which is located behind the existing
college building of the hospital at Sion. The total order inflow
during the FY 2020-21 stands at `1777.04 crore.

I

FC, a member of the World Bank Group,
has signed an agreement with Aavas
Financiers — a retail affordable housing
finance company — and Aavas Foundation
to help improve access to affordable green
housing for low-income borrowers. The
project is being supported by the UK-IFC
Market Accelerator for Green Construction
(MAGC) Program, a partnership between IFC
and the Government of the United Kingdom,
which aims to catalyze financing for certified
green construction and green mortgages to
mobilize investments that help tackle climate
change. Sushil Kumar Agarwal, CEO and
MD of Aavas Financiers, informed that this
program will help banks, financial institutions,
and all other stockholders to promote Green
Building initiatives of IFC. About 600 million
Indians are expected to live in urban areas by

2030 according to the United Nations. Women
comprise 70% of the internal migration
(2011 Census of India). Green buildings can
save more than 20% on energy and water
consumption compared to typical buildings,
saving homeowners an average of 15-20% on
utility bills. In India, IFC estimates a residential
green housing investment opportunity worth
$1.25 trillion from 2018 to 2030.

Noida revives `275-cr embankment road project

T

he Noida authority has decided to revive
the Yamuna embankment road project
proposed to decongest the Noida expressway
where the authority had deferred the work on a
15-km stretch due to fund crunch in 2016. Vijay
Rawal, the project engineer, informed that
the project has now become more important
because the UP government has directed the
Noida and Yamuna expressway authorities to
find out new routes for additional connectivity
from Delhi to Jewar airport. This 15-km stretch
is a part of the 26-km embankment road that
starts from Noida's Sector 94 near Kalindi
Kunj barrage (on Delhi-Noida border) up to
Sector 150 near Noida-Greater Noida border
as it will provide additional connectivity to road

users travelling to Noida's sectors 15, 16, 17,
128, 135, 150, 151, 168, among others, along
with some areas of Greater Noida. As per
the DPR, the 15-metre wide road involves an
estimated construction cost of `275 crore. The
Jewar International Airport is being built on a
fast-track basis and to provide hassle-free
transport facilities, the authority has planned
to start work on the project soon.
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Capacit'e Infraprojects wins
`148-cr repeat order

C

apacit'e Infraprojects has received
repeat orders from Raymond Limited
(Realty Division) worth `148.2 crore for TenX
project at Raymond Limited, Thane, on the
outskirts of Mumbai. MD, Rahul Katyal, said
that the repeat orders are within the existing
project premises and they are delighted that
Raymond Limited has shown its confidence
in Capacit'e Infraprojects and awarded further
works at their TenX project. The company
remains confident of delivering these projects
within the stipulated timelines and to the utter
satisfaction of the client. At Capacit'e, it is a
continuous endeavour to add quality orders
from the existing or new clients and they
are positive about the growing execution
capabilities of the company.

KMRCL unveils Salt LakeHowrah Maidan corridor

T

he Kolkata Metro Rail Corporation,
which is building the East-West Metro
Corridor, has added a new metro corridor
between Salt Lake Sector-V to Howrah
Maidan. The project will give a boost to
Make in India policy as metro transits will be
procured from BEML at `900 crore. 60% of
rake components are produced in India and
involves 100% indigenization of the track
fastening system. The entire project will offer
an efficient, eco-friendly and safe transport
system and there will also be a reduction
in travel time and the consumption of fuel.
The Railway ministry informed that the
entire project, likely to cost `8,575 crore, is
expected to be completed by the end of 2021
as the construction work on the underground
Sealdah Metro station is currently in full
swing. The station is located adjacent to
the Sealdah main station building. The 16.6
km long Kolkata Metro's East-West Metro
Corridor will have an elevated stretch of 5.8
km and an underground length of 10.8 km.

Joyville announces `700-cr realty venture in Pune

S

hapoorji Pallonji's mid-income housing
platform, Joyville, has announced the
construction of a new housing project with over
1,100 flats in Pune. It is the sixth project of
Joyville and third in the Pune property market.
Joyville is a $200-million platform by Shapoorji
Pallonji Group, ADB, IFC and Actis to jointly
develop housing projects in India. Venkatesh
Gopalkrishnan, CEO of Shapoorji Pallonji Real
Estate, informed that Shapoorji Pallonji has
launched a new residential project 'Sensorium'
in Hinjawadi, West Pune. Spread over 10
acres of land, this project will have over 1,100
premium 2 BHK and 3 BHK apartments. These
flats are available at an inclusive price of `64.4
lakh onwards. Pune is an important market for

the company with a huge demand for quality
homes by trusted brands. This project addition
fits well with its strategy of strengthening
presence across the country's leading real
estate markets. There is no mention of the total
amount of investment but it is estimated that it
will entail an investment of `700 crore.

Toshiba Johnson wins largest ever elevator order

T

oshiba Johnson Elevators
has won its largest
residential segment order for
design, supply, installation,
testing and commissioning of
161 Toshiba elevators (fully
Imported)
spread
across
eight (08) residential projects
of VTP Group, Pune. The
161 elevators running at 1.75
meters per second would
be serving at VTP Group’s
revered projects like Blue
Water,
Pegasus,
HiLife,
Solitaire, and Purvanchal.
The VTP Realty is one of the most celebrated
real estate companies with projects spanning
across the length and breadth of Pune city,
draws upon its philosophy of better design,
better build and better care and ensures that
its projects are designed to suit customers’
requirements.
Katsuhiko Sato, MD, Toshiba Johnson
Elevators (India), said, “Toshiba has been a
trusted name for developers and architects
of residential properties for mobility solutions

that are safe, durable,
environmentally sound, and
highly efficient. This order
from M/s VTP Realty gives
impetus to our commitment
of serving the vertical
transportation needs using
the power of technology
while offering superlative
customer
experience.
With lighting, fixtures and
colours that amalgamate
with the developer’s vision
and building’s design, we
stay steadfast on quality
and safety along with excellent after-sales
services.”
Early this year, TJEI established a Training
Centre & Distribution Centre (TCDC) to
further improve the efficiency of on-site work.
The company registered a Y-o-Y CAGR of
over 15% in the last 7 years, taking the order
book to a 4181-unit mark and will continue to
consolidate its market share in both residential
and commercial market segments with their
reliable products.

Govt infuses `6,000-cr in
NIIF's debt platform
The Union Cabinet has approved the infusion
of `6,000 crore as equity into a new debt
platform to generate about `1.1 lakh crore
for financing infrastructure projects by 2025.
Of the equity to be injected by 2021-22, the
Cabinet has also approved `2,000 crore for
disbursal this year subject to the funds being
required. Stimulus measure announced by
the FM is a part of the plan to provide equity
capital to the debt platform sponsored by the
NIIF, as part of the last round of the stimulus
measures. Given the unprecedented
financial situation and availability of limited
fiscal space due to the prevailing COVID-19,
the proposed amount may be disbursed
only if there is readiness and demand for
debt generating. Stressing that the decision
would strengthen India's bond markets,
Union Information and Broadcasting Minister
Prakash Javadekar has stated that another
`7,000 crore would be raised as equity
for the debt platform. Cabinet had asked
the NIIF to take all necessary initiatives to
use equity investments from domestic and
global pension funds and sovereign wealth
funds expeditiously. The NIIF's infrastructure
debt financing platform is expected to
contribute almost `1 lakh crore in debt to the
infrastructure sector over the next five years.

GAP Associates targets
`500-cr real estate projects

R

eal estate building player, GAP
Associates, has targeted to invest
`500 crore to develop multiple projects
at industrial smart city Dholera, Gujarat.
Ambrish Parajiya, the Director, informed that
the company has received RERA approval
from the Gujarat Real Estate Regulatory
Authority for its maiden residential project
named Greenera Gardenvilla in Dholera
Special Investment Region (Dholera-SIR).
It has planned to launch 18 projects there,
mostly housing, commercial and industrial
projects. It will build 13 housing projects
with 500 units at an investment of over
`300 crore and industrial projects will be
constructed at a cost of over `40 crore. The
company will also develop three commercial
projects, including a hotel of 750 housing
units at an estimated investment of over
`165 crore.

HP launches infra projects
worth `190-cr

T

he CM of Himachal Pradesh has laid
the foundation stones for multiple
projects involving an investment of `190
crore at Ghumarwin division of Bilaspur
district. The projects cover road, water infra
and construction segments including the
launch of `53.32 crore Lift Water Supply
Schemes in the area under the Jal Jeevan
Mission. He launched the Dadhol-Ladraur
Road via Bharari to intermediate standard
at `82 crore and laid the foundation stone
for `21.17 crore mini secretariats building,
`6.50-crore science block at Government
College, `4.35-crore multi-purpose hall and
`2.51 crore building of government school
Bharari. The CM also launched a score of
other power, road and water infra projects
in and around Ghumarwin division of the
district.
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Sany India Celebrates 15,000 Machines Milestone in India

S

any India, a leading manufacturer
of construction equipment & heavy
machinery has rolled out its 15000th machine
from the company’s India facility. Delivering
on the increased trust of customers in the
indigenous construction sector, Sany India
has further strengthened its position both in
terms of product offering and market reach.
It has successfully expanded to a growing
network of 36 dealers and over 150 customer
touchpoints in India and South Asia.
Deepak Garg, MD, Sany India & South
Asia said, “We are happy to celebrate this
momentous occasion and have lived up
to the trust placed in us by our esteemed
customers. Rolling out the 15000th machine
is a remarkable achievement that reaffirms
our commitment to the domestic construction
equipment market and has strong growth
potential. It also encourages us to continue
adding new technologies into our upcoming
product range and deliver the most modern
construction equipment and heavy machinery
solutions.”
Mahesh Tripathi, Senior VP – SCM,
Operations and R&D, Sany Heavy Industry
India, informed that the firm took more than
8 years to manufacture and sell the first
5,000 machines but it only took just 4 years
to manufacture & sell the next set of 10,000
machines.

The company first started its local manufacturing
in the year 2009 with concrete equipment and
since day one localization has been a prime
focus. The brand has come a long way from
manufacturing just 3 models of excavators in
2014 to 16 models of excavators today. In Truck
Cranes, 7 models are being manufactured in
India. The company has also localized concrete
boom pumps, transit mixer trucks, and trailer
pumps from the concrete equipment product
portfolio. Sany India currently manufactures
around 45 models of construction equipment in
its Indian facility.
Sany India has been advocating and practising
‘Vocal for Local’ since its inception. It also has
been reaching out to young Indian minds,
who share the same quest and zeal to bring
innovation in the construction sector thereby
standing true to the brand’s promise of
localization of manpower as well. Sany India has
tied up with local vendors to procure parts for
machines to boost the local economy. It offers
end to end solutions for all infrastructure and
construction needs with its advanced range of
equipment and latest technologies. Committed
to providing the best product to the customers,
Sany invests around 5 per cent of its annual
sales in R&D to continuously improve the quality
of existing products, identify new technologies,
and develop new products. To provide round the
clock customer service, Sany India has also set
up a toll-free number 1800209337 for all queries
related to sales and services.

MoRTH unveils new road link to Jewar International Airport

U

nion transport minister Nitin Gadkari has
informed that his ministry will take up
the construction work for a greenfield road
project linking the upcoming Jewar airport
in Uttar Pradesh to cater to the future needs
of travellers. The new link will connect the
upcoming Delhi-Mumbai Expressway at
Ballabhgarh to the airport. The work on the
new link from Delhi to Dehradun via Baghpat
and Saharanpur is being expedited on a fasttrack basis. The minister has urged the UP
Government to fast-track the land acquisition
process. The expenses for the construction of
this link will be borne by the transport ministry
and the construction of this access-controlled
corridor will be completed by 2024 to provide
faster connectivity to the airport. It will be

around 30 km long wherein nearly 80% of the
stretch will fall in Haryana and the rest will be in
UP. The NHAI has already awarded the work for
extending the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway from
Sohna to DND flyway via Ballabhgarh. The
Delhi-Dehradun link will reduce the distance
between the national capital and the capital of
Uttarakhand. The NHAI has already received
bids for the first two packages of this project,
Akshardham to Delhi Border and Delhi Border
to Eastern Peripheral Expressway intersection
in Baghpat and the land acquisition for another
118 km of this stretch is at an advanced stage.
The processes are being expedited for the
award of works of the remaining portions. This
stretch from Akshardham to Delhi will be of
210 km and access-controlled.

HCC in JV wins `236-cr rail contract in North East

H

industan Construction Company Ltd.
(HCC), in a joint venture with Vensar
Constructions Company Limited (VCCL), has
won `236 crore contracts in two separate
projects from the Northeast Frontier Railway
for the construction of Single Line BG Tunnels
Lot 14A and Lot 15A on a 51.38 km long
Bairabi-Sairang New BG Rail line in Manipur.
LoT 14 A involves the construction of single
line BG Tunnel 14A (~160 M), BG two-line
Tunnel 12A (~160 M) and balance work of
Tunnel 11C (~120 M), Tunnel 11A (Lining for
~680 M) Tunnel 11B (~445 M), Tunnel 6B
(Lining for ~160 M) including all other ancillary
works between Hortoki and Mualkhang
stations. Lot 15A involves the construction of
Single Line BG Tunnels 15A (~182 M), 15B
(~200 M) and 15C (~190 M), balance work of
bridge 79, and construction of minor bridges
78A, 83, 84, 86, 87 and embankment /subbank work for 1.8 km between Hortoki and
Mualkhang stations in Mizoram.

Indian Railways is implementing various
projects to improve its network across NorthEast India. One of the major railway projects,
51.38 Km long Bairabi-Sairang New BG
Rail line, will give a massive boost to the rail
connectivity in the region, as it will connect
Mizoram to the Indian Railways network up to
Bairabi railway station, which is the gateway
to the state. The new rail line project includes
32 underground tunnels, 55 major bridges,
87 minor bridges, 16 cut and cover tunnels,
5 Road Under Bridges (RUB), and 5 Road
Over Bridges (ROB). The line will cover four
railway stations, namely Hortoki, Kawnpui,
Mualkhang, and Sairang stations.

Rajasthan allows high rises above 32 meter

T

o cater to the higher demand for housing
units in cities, Urban Housing and
Development (UDH) department in Rajasthan
has allowed the construction of multi-storey
buildings up to 32-metre and above, and the
UDH department in the state has already
issued orders for it. According to the Rajasthan
High Court orders in 2018, no new high-rise
building permit can be given till the municipal
corporation gets Aerial Hydraulic Ladder
Platform equivalent to 32-metre or above.
The ladder is used by the fire department to
control the blaze in high-rise buildings. Jaipur
fire brigade already has 42-metre of the
ladder and a proposal of 70-metre has been

given. The fire brigade officials are expecting
to get the 70-metre ladder for Jaipur city and
once they get the ladder, the security of highrise buildings won't be an issue, and till then,
a 42-metre-high ladder will be sufficient. The
order also covers cities like Jodhpur, Kota,
Ajmer, Bikaner, Udaipur and Bharatpur where
high-rise buildings can also be constructed.
This 42-metre ladder is also available in Kota
and Jodhpur. In Kota, Jodhpur, Udaipur and
Bhiwadi, permission for the purchase of a
60-metre ladder has also been granted as these
cities are slowly turning into metropolitans and
with the rising population, the government has
decided to prepare for the emerging scenario.

Gayatri Projects bags `395-cr Namami Gange contract

G

ayatri Projects has received Letter of
Award (LOA) of a contract from Namami
Gange & Rural Drinking Water Department
in Uttar Pradesh entailing a cost of `395.98
crore. The scope of work in the project involves
the construction of Jhakhaun Birdha, Dorra
Balabehat Kadesara Kalan & Mau Group of
Villages Water Supply Scheme in the Lalitpur
district of the state. It also involves carrying out
relevant works like commissioning, operation
and maintenance of water lines for 10 years.

Jharkhand forms joint venture with Indian Railways

T

he Jharkhand government has given
its approval for the formation of a 50:50
joint venture between the state and the Indian
Railways for taking up key rail infrastructure
projects and providing connectivity to
remote parts of the state. A decision to this
effect was taken after a special committee,
spearheaded by development commissioner
KK Khandelwal, gave its clearance. This move
will play a key role in the socio-economic
development of the state. The committee in its

report has suggested key points for connecting
districts like Khunti and Simdega with the rail
network. The Jharkhand Railway Infrastructure
Development Corporation Limited, a joint
venture of the state and the railways, will
be significant in identifying, planning and
monitoring the critical rail projects. Currently,
construction work is underway for several
railway projects in the state involving an
investment of over `25,000 crore.
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JCB India launches industry’s first dual-fuel CNG Backhoe Loader

MoRTH kick-starts `7,500-cr
road projects in UP

I

ndia's leading manufacturer of Earthmoving
and Construction equipment, JCB India
Limited, has launched the Industry’s first
dual-fuel CNG (Compressed Natural Gas)
Backhoe Loader in India. Called the JCB
3DX DFi, this new machine can operate on
CNG and diesel simultaneously using the
HCCI (Homogeneous Charge Compression
Ignition) technology.

T

The machine was launched at New Delhi by
the Honourable Minister for Road Transport
& Highways and Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, Shri Nitin Gadkari.
The utilisation of alternate fuels is a significant
step-change in the Construction Equipment
Vehicle Sector. Since the JCB 3DX DFi
operates on a mixture of CNG and diesel,
there is a substantial drop in particulate
emission. This also leads to a reduction
of proportionate CO2 emissions. CNG is
also more economical and helps lower the
operating costs to the end customer. With
the global concern on environment and
sustainability, JCB is committed to supporting
the cause through the launch of this Dual Fuel
CNG Backhoe Loader. The machine has been
developed in India and has been tested in
various operating conditions before its launch.
It will be built at the company’s Delhi-NCR
factory at Ballabgarh.
JCB India's CEO and MD, Deepak Shetty said
“Throughout our four decades of operations
in India, we have continued to invest in
Innovation. It is one of the cornerstones of
our operations. This dual-fuel machine can
substitute Diesel with CNG and has been
developed to cater to the evolving needs of
our customers. It will further contribute to the
creation of Infrastructure in the country and

JCB’s Made in India dual-fuel CNG Backhoe Loader, a significant step towards a planet-positive future
will also be exported to countries around the
world.”
An embodiment of the vision of Make in
India and Atmanirbhar Bharat, JCB India has
five Factories and a Design Centre in the
country. JCB group’s sixth factory is currently
under construction at Vadodara, Gujarat.
The company has exported Made in India
machines to over 110 countries which are
designed and manufactured as per JCB’s One
Global Quality Standard.
This dual-fuel CNG Backhoe Loader is
based on the same 3DX model which is well
established in the Indian market. It offers
flexible fuelling, which will help customers
sustain in remote areas, where a CNG refilling
point is unavailable. Deepak Shetty informed
that JCB has been working on this project

with the inputs of its Customers, Dealers
and Suppliers. These machines have been
tested at actual customer sites across various
geographies and terrains and their feedback
has been incorporated in the development of
the product.
JCB has one of the widest dealer networks in
the country. Engineers at its 60+ dealers and
more than 700 outlets are trained and with
adequate parts stock at each of its locations.
This ensures customers get professional
product support. The machine will also
come fitted with JCB’s advanced telematics
technology - JCB LiveLink. Through this,
machines can be tracked and monitored
in real-time. This technology also gives
updates on Service, Operations and Security
of the machine, online or through a mobile
application. Till date, approximately 1,60,000
LiveLink enabled JCB machines have been
sold. They can be geo-fenced, time-fenced
and can be located through GPS. Customers
get to know about the machine’s health, fuel
level, battery conditions, etc. almost all critical
parameters of their fleet on their mobile
devices. It also gives out service reminders
and the history of the machine.
JCB India has further integrated digital
technology into its operations through the
JCB Genuine Parts Application. This enables
customers to order parts online for their JCB
machines. Further, an internal tool, Smart
Serve has been developed to help dealerships
support engineers to improve efficiency and
productivity and also reach customers in
remote areas, thus helping in machine uptime.

MMRDA expedites work on
`1,276-cr flyover

T

he construction work on the Sewri-Worli
connector is expected to start soon as
MMRDA has already finalized the contractor
for the project involving an investment of
`1,276-crore. The 4.5km flyover will connect
the under-construction Mumbai TransHarbour Link (MTHL) with the Bandra-Worli
Sea Link (BWSL) thereby reducing an hour's
travel time between the two points to just
10 minutes. The flyover's section above the
Parel-Prabhadevi tracks will have a doubledecker design similar to a section of the
Santacruz-Chembur Link Road. J Kumar Infra
Projects Ltd is the contractor for the project
and has been given a deadline of 2023 to
complete the mega project.
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he Union transport minister, Nitin Gadkari,
has laid the foundation stones for 16
highway projects in Uttar Pradesh. These
highway projects cover a road length of 505
kilometres in total and the construction of
these infra projects will involve an investment
of `7,500 crore. These projects will provide
better connectivity, convenience to the public
and will lead to economic growth in the state.
The projects include: construction of a sixlane bridge with a length of 9.90 km, parallel
to the existing bridge on Ganga river on NH96 in Phaphamau in Prayagraj at a cost of
`1948.25 crore; the strengthening of NH-75E
in Sonebhadra from Madhya Pradesh/Uttar
Pradesh border to Uttar Pradesh/Jharkhand
border thereby covering a distance of 65.21
km at a cost of `57.50 crore; strengthening
of NH-75E in Sonebhadra from Madhya
Pradesh/Uttar Pradesh border to Uttar
Pradesh/Jharkhand border with a distance of
26.81 km at a cost of `29.63 crore; widening
and strengthening of NH-91A from Bharthana
Chowk to Kudarkoot in Etawah and Auraiya
with a distance of 40 km and entailing an
investment worth `262.37 crore; widening and
strengthening of NH-135C from Drumandganj
to Halia in Mirzapur, covering a distance of
18.40 km at a cost of `39.37 crore; widening
as well as the strengthening of NH-135C from
Rampur to Bhadewara in Prayagraj, covering
a distance of 15 km at a cost of `76.23 crore;
strengthening of NH-227A between Sikringanj
and Gola in Gorakhpur, covering a distance of
9 km at a cost of `37.52 crore; widening and
upgrading of NH-730 between Tamkuhiraj and
Padrauna in Kushinagar, covering a distance
of 19 km at a cost of `69.67 crore.

NHSRCL-L&T inks `24,000cr, largest ever bullet train
contract

T

he National High-Speed Rail Corporation
(NHSRCL) has signed the country's largestever government-financed civil contract worth
`24,000 crore for the Ahmedabad-Mumbai
bullet train project with the infrastructure building
major Larsen and Toubro (L&T). The company
has already deployed construction workers
on job sites to start the groundwork. In totality,
the NHSRCL has awarded work for a 325-km
long stretch to Larsen and Toubro to go ahead
with the work in Gujarat portion and complete
it instead of waiting for Maharashtra to get the
required land for the flagship project. Japanese
ambassador to India Satoshi Suzuki said that
the contract for such a mammoth infrastructure
project has been awarded at a time when it was
required to accelerate economic activities and
that the project will not only help in the transfer
of Japanese technologies to India but will also
transform urban development along its corridor.
The scope of work in the project includes the
construction of viaducts, stations, major river
bridges, maintenance depots, and other auxiliary
works. The 508 km long Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High-Speed Rail project will cover Maharashtra,
Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
Gujarat, with 12 stations along the route. Upon
completion, the high-speed rail will operate at a
speed of 320 kmph, covering the entire distance
in about 2 hours with limited stops and in 3 hours
with all stops. Railway Board CEO and chairman,
V K Yadav, informed that after the completion of
this first bullet train project, the government will
take up more such train corridors on seven more
routes.
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